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WHAT THE T! 


Too many people, not enough trains 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

There were 100 people already wait- 
ing for the F train when it pulled into 
the Seventh Avenue stop last Wednes- 
day morning. 

But the train was almost entirely 
packed by the time it showed up, and 
only a handful of commuters was able to 
get on. 

A woman in a red coat was not one of 
them. And this was the second train she 
let go past her because it was too full to 
accommodate any more people. 


She looked at her watch — it was 8:45 
am — and huffed in disgust, hoping she 
could squeeze herself into the next train. 

“Now I’m going to be late,” she grum- 
bled. 

This is the scene most weekday morn- 
ings at Park Slope’s Seventh Avenue stop 
— and it’s only getting worse. 

During the morning and evening rush, 
an F train is supposed to arrive every four 
to six minutes, according to MTA timeta- 
bles. But a Brooklyn Paper reporter found 
that on most days, the gap is a lot longer. 

A few minutes extra may not seem like 
a big deal, but a two-minute addition to 


INVESTIGATION 


the scheduled four-minute gap means 
that, on average, there are five fewer 
trains per hour — about 40 cars — than 
the schedule says there should be. 

Since each car can hold 175 people, 
those extra five trains during the 8-9 am 
rush can carry up to 7,000 people. 

Or not, if they’re not there. 

A Brooklyn Paper reporter 
spent several mornings last 
week watching the F train — 
and noting its, how shall we put 
it?, idiosyncrasies. 

Often, as many as seven or 
eight minutes passed between trains. 

Such gaps cause a breakdown in service 
along the F’s Brownstone Brooklyn corri- 

Many trains were already crowded 
when they pulled into the 15th Street sta- 
tion between Windsor Terrace and Park 
Slope. One stop later, at Seventh Avenue, 
few commuters could get on, meaning 
that the next train, itself overcrowded, had 
to pick up the slack. 

The pattern repeated at Fourth Avenue, 
which, despite being a transfer to the R 
train, ends up adding a net gain of passen- 
gers onto the F train. 

At Smith and Ninth Street, Red Hook 
residents join the party, crowding the train 

And the crowds at Bergen Street and 
Carroll Street — which serve the commu- 
nities of Cobble Hill and Carroll Gardens 
— are as big as ever. For every passenger 


who gets off the train at Carroll Street, 
many more try to get on. 

Finally, the big exhale comes at Jay 
Street, where hundreds of Downtown 
Brooklyn workers exit and many other 
commuters transfer to the faster (and less- 
crowded) A train. 

The MTA, for its part, disagrees that 
the service on the F line is inadequate 

(and who are you going to believe, the 
MTA or your own lying eyes?). 

“We constantly study traffic 
patterns,” said Dierdre Parker, 
an agency spokeswoman. “The 
service on the F line is within 
guidelines.” 

True, the problem may not 
only be the trains. Part of the blame 
rests on the population bomb that’s 
been dropping on Brooklyn over the past 
few years. 

People are moving to Brooklyn in 
huge numbers, but they’re still working in 
Manhattan. So, naturally, the newcomers 
are trying to maintain easy subway access 
to “the city.” 

The latest Census — from 2000 — show 
that the population of the neighborhoods in 
the F corridor rose nearly 3 1 ,000 people, to 
387335, in a decade. 

Manhattan-bound subway users are fol- 
lowing the F towards cheaper rents in 
Windsor Terrace, Kensington and beyond. 

“As soon as a house goes on the mar- 
ket, it’s gone,” said Mary Kay Gallagher, 
a real estate broker in Ditmas Park and 
Kensington. 

All these new homesteaders mean an 
See WHAT THE 'F on page 5 


TRAIN IN VAIN 

5 tips for surviving the F 

With service on the F train getting worse, The Brooklyn Paper offered 
these handy tips for surviving the morning commute. 

1 . Don’t wear heavy perfume or cologne, but do bathe on a regular basis. 

2. By all means, pull out your iPod — but remember that a slow song can make 
the ride seem that much longer (and a slow dance probably isn’t a good idea con- 
sidering all the bodies packed so closely together). 

3. On the F line, the middle cars tend to have fewer passengers. 

4. Don’t use your cellphone in the above-ground portion of the line. Yelling, “I’ll 
be there in five minutes! No, I said five. Five! Yes, five” is usually futile on this 
much-delayed train. 

5. Put your bag on the floor instead of knocking into everyone. — Rizk 





A roomy F train pulls out of the Church Street station during a recent morning rush (above), 
but is crowded by the time it leaves the Smith and Ninth Street stop (top). Many more pas- 
sengers will cram onto the train at the Carroll Street and Bergen Street stations. 




Rep. Yvette Clarke met with Barclays last week, 
the culmination of two weeks during which she 
slammed Atlantic Yards developer Brace Ratner for 
naming his proposed basketball arena after a bank 
that profited from the slave trade, did business with 
apartheid South Africa, and froze Jewish bank ac- 
counts during the Holocaust. 

Neither Clarke nor Barclays would comment 
on the meeting, which took place on Feb. 15. But, 
insiders speculated that Clarke was seeking more 
money from Barclays, which has pledged $2.5 
million to fix up neighborhood basketball courts. 
The Atlantic Yards community liaison office on Sixth Avenue fea- Clarke — an Atlantic Yards supporter — has 
tures a welcoming sign (inset) and security cameras (above) repeatedly blasted the deal, saying Ratner “blind- 


Brooklyn's Other Museum is the 'BOMB' 


Lights, camera, Ratner! 


Bruce's new community office features tight security 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Most of us have visited the 
Brooklyn Museum — and breathed 
the ratified air of Rodin, Leibovitz, 
and Mueck — but Brooklyn has an- 
other museum, and it’s far more pe- 
culiar. It’s called Brooklyn’s Other 
Museum of Brooklyn, otherwise 
known as BOMB. 

BOMB — housed in a 150-year-old 
brick building at 102 Steuben St., be- 
tween Myrtle and Park avenues in Fort 
Greene — is a museum of modem ar- 
tifacts, the disposed belongings of a 
rapidly changing, materialist society. 

“This is the lobby,” said Scott 
Witter, owner and curator of BOMB , 
showing off a pile of what others 
might call junk. 

There was the pole from a colo- 
nial rope bed, a pedestal sink, a 
washboard, a 1930s-era carjack. 

“Most everything came out of the Scott Witter, curator of Brooklyn's Other Museum of Brooklyn (BOMB), shows a picture of a portico 
trash,” said Witter. “I’ve been a t Pratt Institute that he helped save. 


Dumpster diving for 30 years.” 

The heart of the two-year-old mu- 
seum is on the second floor, lined 
with antique mirrors and sad-looking 
stuffed animals. 

In the central gallery, Witter has 
neatly arranged hundreds of artifacts 
along the walls, the center of the 
room taken up by an 1880s wood- 
burning, oak-barrel stove, and a 
1920 Briggs and Stratton Flyer — a 
lightweight, five-wheel automobile. 

Witter is an unlikely looking curator 
for an unlikely museum. He combines 
the stocky good looks and plaid shirt 
of a lumbeijack with the leather vest 
and black jeans of a biker. He express- 
es his empathy for the discarded, his 
regard for the beauty of little things , in 
his watery hazel eyes. 

“I’ve spent most of my adult life 
rebuilding things, so I have to be able 
to see what I can glean from what’s 
left,” said Witter, who has a degree in 
architecture from Pratt Institute. 


Witter has rescued stained glass 
from the 19th-century meat market 
that once sat on Fort Greene Place; one 
third of the facade from the demol- 
ished Long Island Railroad Terminal; 
a clock that survived a garage fire and, 
though blistered, still ticks; and arti- 
facts from the Admirals Row, a collec- 
tion of dilapidated 1800s-era mansions 
that the Navy Yard plans to demolish. 

“I know Admirals Row could be re- 
built — I’ve rebuilt worse,” said Wit- 
ter, whose museum gets a couple hun- 
dred visitors per year, roughly 400,000 
fewer than the other Brooklyn Muse- 
um. “Each one is a unique mansion.” 
But Witter is no modern-day Fred 
Sanford. He’s cut back on his Dump- 
ster diving in order to prevent too 
much clutter, and there are at least a 
few things that he won’t collect. 

“[I don’t collect] fine silver,” said 
Witter. “Or gold.” 

Brooklyn's Other Museum of 
Brooklyn is open Tuesdays, 7-9 pm. 


Prep work 
has begun 
at ATards 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Demolition work at Bruce Ratner ’s $4-billion 
Atlantic Yards mega-project began this week — 
the first baby steps in what is expected to be a 10- 
year construction project. 

A handful of workers spent much of the week re- 
moving debris from a former MTA bus depot on the 
eastern edge of the 22-acre project site. 

“It brings us a step closer to making Atlantic 
Yards a reality for all of Brooklyn,” Ratner said in a 
written statement on Tuesday, the day work began. 

The initial work involves turning the bus parking 
lot between Vanderbilt and Carlton avenues into a 
temporary rail yard that will house Long Island Rail 
Road trains while Ratner relocates the existing Van- 
derbilt Yards to make room for a $637-million, pub- 
licly financed, Frank Gehry-designed arena for the 
New Jersey Nets. 

Ratner touted the fact that this week’s initial work 
was being done by A. Russo Wrecking, a Long-Island 
based, woman-owned firm. 

See PREP WORK on page 13 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brace Ratner wants to hear 
your complaints — and watch 
you make them. 

The developer, who famous- 
ly skirted the city’s rigorous 
public-review process in favor 
of expedited state oversight, 
just opened a “community liai- 
son office” within the 22-acre 
Atlantic Yards footprint so that 
area residents can express their 
“questions or concerns” during 
the 10-year construction. 

The office, in the old Spalding 
ball factory at the comer of Sixth 


Avenue and Pacific Street, has a 
welcoming sign and two not-so- 
welcoming surveillance cameras 
trained on the door. 

“Call toll free, (866) 923-5315 
or email communityliaison@at- 
lanticyards.com,” reads the sign. 

When a Paper reporter 
emailed the liaison office, he re- 
ceived this response: “Thank you 
for your interest in Atlantic Yards. 
The Atlantic Yards community li- 
aison office has been established 
to answer questions, address con- 
cerns and provide information 
about construction on the site.” 

The 120-year-old building, 
whose 21 families were bought 


out by the developer, has been 
vacant for months. Eventually, it 
will be tom town to make room 
for the Nets arena superblock. 

Longtime Atlantic Yards op- 
ponent Patti Hagan visited the 
office this week said the worker 
there was “very friendly, though 
he didn’t have any answers.” 

“I asked him about how the 
company plans to deal with all the 
traffic from all the construction 
workers’ cars,” said Hagan. “He 
wrote down my questions — and 
my name — and told me he’d get 
back to me in a day or so.” 

Forest City Ratner ’s spokes- 
person did not return calls. 


Clarke meets with Barclays bigs 


sided” Brooklyn’s black com- 
munity. 

The meeting with Barclays 
is the second confab to result 
from Clarke’s very public con- 
demnation of the naming-rights 
deal. The week before last, 
Clarke (D-Park Slope) took 
part in a historic sit-down with 
Ratner. She left that meeting 
still threatening to call for congressional hearings 
into Atlantic Yards should the naming-rights deal 
not be amended to her satisfaction. 

Forest City Ratner would not comment on the 
latest meeting. 


The next 
Mozart? 

Kiddie composer 
comes to B'klyn 

m 


or 


Thomas Reeves 

By Kevin Filipski 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

While most seventh graders are 
busy composing book reports, Thomas 
Reeves has been up to something dif- 
ferent. The 12-year old Reeves is a 
classical music composer. And not in 
an “isn’t-that-cute?” way; Reeves is 
playing with the big kids. 

On Feb. 25, two movements of his 
Clarinet Quintet — the Fugue and Scher- 
zo — written 
when he ■ 
just 9, will be 
performed by I 
the Biava Quar- 
tet. 

You may rec- STARTS ON PAGE 7 

ognize the names 

of the other composers on the program: 
Haydn, Bartok and Mozart. 

Thomas began playing piano at the 
age of 5 and within two years was com- 
posing original music. This may sound 
either presumptuous or precocious, but 
his first work was completing an unfin- 
ished piece by Shostakovich, his favorite 
composer. 

“When he was very young he was 
fascinated by patterns — things like dif- 
ferent types of air conditioners,” Martin 
Reeves, Thomas’s father, said. “He liked 
to observe changing traffic lights. As an 
extension, he started to copy, without 
understanding, piles of music. One day, 
we discovered he was actually compos- 
ing, which was strange since he hadn’t 
had any formal music training. His inter- 
est in music is definitely through pat- 

The Reeves’s put Thomas in piano 
classes, which eventually gave way to 
private lessons with a composition 

“Music doesn’t run strong in the fami- 
ly,” said the elder Reeves. “My only gift to 
him was having a pile of old music in the 
house from when he was very small.” 

See REEVES on page 10 
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See the New 
Floor Show! 


These “long-legged” stunners will brighten any 
corner. The ARC light is great behind a sofa! 
Use any of our contemporary floor lamps to 
bring out the beauty of your room 
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floor lamps • table lamps • lampshades 
repairs • ceiling fans • low voltage lighting 
MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 
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Featuring showstoppers from Fiddler on the Roof, 
Phantom of the Opera, The Producers, and mon 
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BROOKLYN CENTER 


2006-2007 SEASON 

Tickets and info: 

www.BrooklynCenterOnline.org (718) 951-4500 

Walt Whitman Theatre, one block from the junction of Flatbush and Nostrand Avenues. 
On-site paid parking available. (2 train to Flatbush Avenue) 


WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

February 24 

Unchaste 

chase 

Head over to the Brook- 
lyn Museum this after- 
noon for the "Naked 

Hunt," where teams will 
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SUNDAY 

February 25 


MONDAY 

February 26th 



posed to Writer's block 


Brooklyn writers Nathan 
Englander, Myla Gold- 
berg and Alice Mattison 
join WNYC's Leonard 
Lopate (pictured) for 
"Brooklyn On My Mind: 
A Literary Workshop," 
where they'll discuss the 
representation of Jewish 
Brooklyn neighborhoods 
in modern literature. 


sally in 
Brooklyn. Start 
the day of the Academy 
Awards off right with 
brunch at Park Lunch- 
eonette, where Martin 
Scorcese filmed the 


WEDNESDAY 

February 28 

Out of 
fashion 

After four years of serv- 
ing a community that 
still isn't sure what that 
name means, Caribbean 
eatery JRG Restaurant 
Bar and Fashion Cafe 
will be closing for good. 
Tonight, for a $30 flat fee, 
they're letting people 
drink all they can. We'd 


remember 
much beyond 
your third drink. 


FRIDAY 

March 2 



pm^atJRG m EP and their forth- 


Gem and the 
hooligans 

Something like Ziggy 
Stardust's teenage off- 
spring, Justin Tranter 
and his band, Semi- 
Precious Weapons, are 
playing live at Europa 
tonight. The self- 
described "garage glam 
heroes" will play songs 
from their "Magnetic" 
EP and their forth- 
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NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 











www.wackiness 
in B’klyn Heights 

O ne of the three restaurants in- 
volved in a co-branding Web 
site called “the Comer of Cran- 
berry” is already out of business. 

That’s a tough comer. 

It’s been a hard few months for 
the restaurants at Henry and Cran- 
berry streets in Brooklyn Heights — 

Maestro, the Blue Pig and the now- 
defunct Aficionada. You’d think 
with all the people coming to eat at 
Henry’s End and Noodle Pudding, 
some of the business would spill 
over to Maestro and its neighbors. 

But, alas, no. 

There’s hardly been a time when 
I’ve seen all three places anything but mostly empty — although 
to be fair, the Blue Pig, an ice cream parlor, closes during the 
off-season. 

And now Aficionada has shut down (no surprise there, 
frankly. It was billed as a Spanish restaurant, but served more 
Mexican food than anything else). 

So what did the owners of these establishments do to drum up 
business for themselves? They joined forces and created a Web 
site. With menus. 

You are forgiven if you haven’t bookmarked it yet. 

Chris Fehlinger, Maestro’s general manager, tried to explain 
the idea behind glomming together an “American bistro” with 
an ice cream shop and a Spanish place to rake in the customers. 

“The three restaurants used to be one huge place,” he said. 
(Oh yeah — Chez Henry.) Maestro and Aficionada are co- 
owned by nabe attorney Alan Young, who is also partners with 
Blue Pig owner Julia Horowitz in another venture, Cranberry 
Place, the kiddie-party-place-by-day-wine-bar-jazz-lounge-by- 
night right across the street. (This gets more incestuous than an 
Appalachian family reunion.) 

But business relationships are not the only thing the three 
restaurants share. Because they used to be one giant place, says 
Fehlinger, they also share a kitchen. One. 

It made running the restaurants a bit hard, especially consid- 
ering that the Blue Pig is stuck between the two places that need 
the kitchen most. 

The problem is being partly solved by turning Aficionada into 
a pizza place (and changing its name). There’s an unused space 
in the restaurant that would be great for a pizza oven, and they 
wouldn’t need to use Maestro’s kitchen — or not as much. 

It’s still unclear as to how the Web site is going to help busi- 
ness, though. Perhaps, like Simon and Garfunkel, the cast of 
“Friends” and Germany, we’d all be better off if the three spaces 
reunited. 

After all, wouldn’t it be more efficient if, say, Maestro and the 
restaurant formerly known as Aficionada devised a menu to- 
gether and, oh, I don’t know, served desserts provided by the 
Blue Pig? 

It sure would beat all the finger-pointing going on. 

“The problem with Aficionada was that it wasn’t as focused 
as it needed to be,” says Fehlinger. But isn’t that Maestro’s prob- 
lem as well? Brooklyn Heights bloggers recently ridiculed the 
restaurant as “American Bistro in a French Country-style 
restaurant with an Italian menu, California wine list, and a Wall 
of Tea.” 

It makes no sense. And until the identity crisis is solved, a 
Web site isn’t going to do much but add to the confusion. Espe- 
cially when one of the three restaurants is closed. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Take a walk with Barry Lewis. The historian and co-host 
of several PBS “video walking tours” is giving a lecture on 
Brooklyn’s Victorian roots at City Tech on Jay Street on March 
7 at 4 pm. Call (718) 260-5979 for information. ... Have you 
ever wanted to buy vintage Dior but couldn’t afford it? Well 
now, thanks to Housing Works, you can. The new thrift store 
— in the former Fishs Eddy space — is hosting its own March 
Madness on March 1 1 and selling designer labels for affordable 
prices. . . . The Green Party of Brooklyn protested electronic 
voting machines on Feb. 16 in Cadman Plaza. The Greens want 
Albany to make sure that a receipt spits out from whatever ma- 
chines are eventually approved. So much for the Greens want- 
ing to save paper. . . . Rene Andino, the pride of St. Francis 
College, is competing for the title of Miss New York USA. 
If she wins, she’ll compete in the Miss USA pageant in 2008 
where Donald Trump will no doubt be waiting with a bottle 
of champagne. Oh wait, isn’t that how this year’s Miss USA got 
into trouble? . . . The city moved one step closer to closing 
Brooklyn’s cargo port last week, thanks to the Port Authority, 
which gave the city the green fight to take over some piers south 
of Atlantic Avenue. So much for the notion that the longshore- 
man had pull with Gov. Spitzer, whose appointee was behind 
last week’s vote. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 




Get this wreck outta here! 


for The Brooklyn Paper 

This abandoned car, which has no license 
plates, sat on the entrance ramp of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway near Hicks 
Street for more than a week — even after 


The Brooklyn Paper called 3 1 1 to get it re- 
moved (so much for the power of the press). 

When we called 311 last Friday, we were 
told that the maroon Ford Escort LX would 
be towed away within 72 hours; as of 
Wednesday we were still waiting for the 


hazardous eyesore to be removed. 

The Department of Sanitation is required 
to pick up abandoned and beaten-up cars, 
rather than the Department of Transporta- 
tion, which tows away illegally parked ve- 
hicles. — Michael G iardina 


Snow problem near courthouse 


By Michael Giardina 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s bad enough that several 
government agencies have 
commandeered Cadman Plaza 
East for their own private 
parking lot — but when it 
came to the snow removal of 
a nearby park walkway, they 
were left pointing fingers. 

Last week’s ice storm gave 
Brooklyn Heights residents an- 
other example of the “All for 
one, none for all” attitude of 
both the Federal District Court 
and the city Office of Emer- 
gency Management. Workers 
from each agency plowed their 
own sidewalks beautifully, but 
left the 100-yard stretch of side- 
walk between their buildings 



Two days after last week's snowstorm, the Parks Department 
finally got around to cleaning this vital sidewalk. 


untouched. Couldn’t they have 
just split the difference? 

“We do our part,” said OEM 
spokesman Jarrod Bernstein. “We 
are not responsible for the park.” 
Bernstein’s counterpart at the 
federal General Services Ad- 
ministration, which owns the 
federal District Court building, 
said the same thing. 

“We clean the snow from 
our property.” said Renee Mis- 
cione, regional press officer for 
the GSA. “We stop plowing at 
the boundary line.” 

Last week, The Brooklyn 
Paper contacted the Parks De- 
partment to report that the side- 
walk remained unplowed two 
days after the ice storm. Finally, 
within two hours, the depart- 
ment had done the work. 


DUMBO under water in 50 years 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

DUMBO will be inundated 
in 50 years, thanks to global 
warming. But the high rents 
— not the high water — will 
be responsible for driving out 
all the artists. 

That’s what some Pratt Insti- 
tute urban design graduate stu- 
dents concluded when the 
DUMBO Improvement District 
asked them to study the area 
and come up with some ideas to 
revitalize the neighborhood un- 
der the Manhattan Bridge over- 

“Pratt was the logical choice 
to do this project,” said Tucker 
Reed, the improvement dis- 
trict’s executive director, which 
hosted an exhibition of the four 
Pratt student teams’ designs. 

One group of adjunct profes- 
sor Meta Brunzema s students 





DUMBO Improvement Execu- 
tive Director Tucker Reed dis- 
plays Pratt students' visions 
for the neighborhood's future. 


studied NASA projections for 
rising sea levels for the next 50 


years and calculated that DUM- 
BO would be almost complete- 
ly flooded by 2056. The 
group’s plan calls for raising the 
streets of DUMBO and aban- 
doning existing ground floors in 
favor of the new entryways. 

Another idea focused on 
DUMBO’s artists. “There is a 
transformation underway where 
artists are now being priced out 
even though they were the com- 
munity that started the resurgence 
of the neighborhood and gave it 
its flavor,” said Brunzema. 

The students created a plan 
that would reconnect artists in 
DUMBO and Vinegar Hill by 
utilizing the dark, empty spaces 
under the Manhattan Bridge, 
and relocating Con-Ed’s water- 
front substation on John Street 
to another location. 

The remaining concrete slabs 
would serve as foundations for 
permanent studios and the land 


around them would be turned 
into a park. 

A third group studied traffic 
patterns and came up with a 
plan to create some pedestrian- 
only streets, while the fourth 
team suggested unearthing the 
old trolley tracks to create 
rolling kiosks or mini-theaters. 

“This shouldn’t just be a 
neighborhood you pass 
through,” said Brunzema. “We 
want to make it a destination.” 

And the conversation is just 
getting started. 

“We’ve gotten some positive 
feedback so far ,” said Reed, who 
hopes that the conversation 
about the future of the neighbor- 
hood will continue even though 
the exhibit has closed. 

“There’s a lot to do around 
[DUMBO],” said Reed. “And 
we didn’t want to just plant 
some trees and put up some 
traffic fights.” 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 


Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 


. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 
Licensed by the Department of 


Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

✓ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and 4s Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 
t/ Indoor Gym 

t/ Integrated Program 
t/ Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurtutng environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, cluldstudyctr@aol.com 


167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Krav Maga 
with Hadassah 

LEARN ISRAELI MARTIAL ARTS 


Monday Night, March 5th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Hadassah House 
50 West 58th Street, Manhattan 


Sponsored by Hadassah Brooklyn Young Women/Young Leaders (20’s, 30’s &. 40’s) 


KRAV MAGA 


Moshe Katz, 

is a self-defense and 


Fourth degree black belt, trainer of 

military hand-to-hand 


Elite Security Guards and founder of 

combat system 


Mountain Spirit Warrior Institute 

developed is Israel. 


in Israel, will teach us the basics. 


Members and non-members welcome. Bring a friend! 
Donation: $20 or $18 if pre-paid before March 1 

Hadassah requires pre-registration for security purposes 
Light Kosher dinner will be served. Remember to wear or bring comfortable clothing. 

Please RSVP by Thursday, March 1 st 


718-382-6454 



brooklyn@hadassah.org 


^‘SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 


Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 



All repairs done on premises. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 


Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • ' 

HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 



Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 


Dharma 

K£S/ HEALING ARTS 
Lauren Hampel, LMT 

• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

718 - 797-5318 

COBBLE HILL 
Gift Certificates Available PH OP 






718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation SS 2 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtlfe 

Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 


ITIFIUPM 

( 718 ) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Light My Fire! 

& 


Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


JhuSVaSm We Appreciate Your Business! 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES sxsssg. 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm • (718) 243-0844 


{ Find a unique 
and personal 
\ gift for a I 
\ pretty / 
lady L 


burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 

192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 

in between Court and Clinton 

(212) 812-3994 
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Happy ending at 
‘Bleach House’ 

T hat faceless mugger known as 
“the free market” kiboshed an- 
other cozy Court Street store- 
front this week. 

This time, it was a familiar Sun- 
day afternoon destination known to 
all as “Bleach House,” which clos- 
ed and is awaiting whatever the se- 
cretive, but predictable, market has 
to offer (another bank, anyone?). 

“The owner of the building 
thinks he can get double the rent 
with a fancier-looking place,” said 
Kevin Powers, who owns the 
wash-and-dry institution, which is 
officially called Court Laundry. 

And that, as they say, is that. 

The once-upon-a-time social club on the comer of Third Place 
had evolved from a good spot to wash socks to an ideal location 
for a small bank branch, a kids clothing store, or maybe a boutique 
that sells roomy handbags and leggings to all the new yoga moms. 

It’s rare to get worked up over the demise of a Laundromat, 
especially one with “not enough dryers for the weekend rush,” 
as Powers readily admitted this week. 

Even Powers, a retired cabinet-maker, isn’t all that unhappy 
about throwing in the (clean) towel and spending more time in 
his Red Hook woodworking studio. Soon enough, he knows, his 
storefront will be occupied by someone else paying more money 
and his palace of wash will be faint memory baby-powder sweet 
with the scent of fabric softener. That is reality (and realty). 

Yet there are those who feel a little emotional about the whole 
thing. There is Andrew Bloomenthal, who carts his cottony 
whites to the Bleach House weekly, always choosing Powers’s 
place over nearby shops for the perpetual stoop sale that occu- 
pied its front window. 

“I never saw an actual transaction,” Bloomenthal said, look- 
ing up from his mountain of tube socks to gaze at a rack of for- 
saken leather jackets hanging like price-tagged curtains in front 
of the plate-glass storefront. 

At the newly renovated Monteleone’s & Cammareri Bakery 
down the block, the demise of Bleach House was occasion for a 
little back-patting. 

“They didn’t stay on top of the game,” bakery owner Lenny 
Cristino warned, motioning to his bigger-then-ever cake counter. 

The blogger 423 Smith rued the loss of the favorite wash spot 
and incited widespread fear with word that McDonalds was ey- 
ing the location, a rumor that the building’s owner Joey Rotondo 
dispelled this week, telling me over the phone that he didn’t 
want to see any kind of food establishment in the space. 

“I just want to get the guy who is there now out,” Rotondo 

His gain is our loss. The mirrored-glass “Bleach House Coin 
Laundry” sign was always a reminder not only of that growing 
mound of dirty clothes in your comer, but of everything cozy 
about Carroll Gardens. 

Like the purple suede blazer on sale in the front window, the 
glossy display with its stylized letters, gingham-red background 
and nostalgic illustration of a little house with yellow siding is 
straight out a bygone era. A local art history professor even 
called it a “delightful treasure of the marketplace” and trilled 
about the loss of “the American vernacular.” 

I prayed for someone to snatch the masterpiece before it end- 
ed up in the Dumpster around the comer, or in the window of 
some other town’s Urban Outfitters. 

Then Rotondo, who grew up in the apartment above the laun- 
dry and remembers the sign going up in 1981 , said the magic 
words: “You want it, it’s yours.” 

It’s mine! My battle has been won — even if the war is lost. 
After all, I’m still lousy with laundry. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


Pretty soon you won’t have to leave Cobble Hill to get to know 
Park Slope. Another Fifth Avenue establishment, Miriam, opened 
an outpost on Court Street this week, following Area Yoga, 
Bird, Park Slope Fitness and the Tea Lounge across the 
Gowanus. Miriam replaced the Hill Diner, which, according to 
Miriam manager Barry Friedberg was doing bang-up breakfast 
and lunch biz, but suffered from a lack of dinner traffic. “We’ll 
change that,” he told The Stoop. . . . Wanna know what makes 
your baby cry? Find out from infant expert Megan Faure, who 
will share the “sensory secret” behind junior’s tears, poops, and 
giggles on March 5 at Families First clinic on Baltic Street. Call 
(718) 237-1862 for info. . . . Red Hook bourbon queen "LeNell" 
Smothers is looking for a good booze-hound to help manage her 
eponymous Van Brunt Street “likker” emporium. Don’t bother ap- 
plying if you can’t boast a “hefty amount of wine and booze 
knowledge,” as Smothers said an email that circulated so widely 
that it ended up on one of the city’s most-popular freelance writ- 
ers list-servs (although given most writers’ booze habits, LeNell is 
probably seeking her next employee in the right place). 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Extreme makeover, boat edition 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 
That boat’s got legs! 

A historic Red Hook fuel 
tanker is on its way back to 
the old neighborhood after a 
visit with repairmen. And 
the Mary A. Whalen will re- 
turn to the Hook next week 
with a pair of leg-like ap- 
pendages known in boat cir- 
cles as “spuds.” 

Spuds are 50-foot ap- 
pendages that extend into the 
water like pilings, turning the 
boat into its own dock. 

“It’s like an RV boat,” said 
Carolina Salguero, the direc- 
tor of PortSide NewYork, 
which will use the souped-up 
69-year-old schooner as a 
floating educational center 
that could open as soon as 
this summer. 

“It can move, but it can 
also stay stable at places 
with no piers, or infrastruc- 
ture to tie up to.” 

The new sea gams are 
necessary, Salguero said, be- 
cause of the shortage of tra- 
ditional piers in the city. 

“It’s a structural change 
that a lot of boats are under- 
going because it allows 



Fitter/welder "Roach" with his head up a spudwell that was in- 
stalled on the bottom of the Mary A. Whalen so that it could dock 
even if there's no port. 


them to dock anywhere in a 
city with fewer and fewer 
piers,” she said. 

Due south on the Red 
Hook waterfront, New York 
Water Taxi also uses spud 
technology for its yellow 
taxi ferries. 

But while the Whalen is 
now fit for city life, 
Salguero hopes that the 
tanker will eventually be 
housed in the Hook’s At- 
lantic Basin, a publicly 
owned inlet that’s just a 
ship’s toot away from the 
Brooklyn Cruise Terminal. 

The basin is currently 
used for cargo shipping and 
storage, but the city wants to 
transform the area into a 
South Street Seaport-like 
| tourist attraction with nauti- 
| cal museum, shops and 
| restaurants. 

1 PortSide NewYork has 

£ put forward a proposal for a 
e maritime-themed cultural 
-I center with the spudded-up 
» Whalen as centerpiece. 

| “I even told them they 

13 wouldn’t have to worry 
about where she would tie 
up,” Salguero said. “She’s 
her own dock now.” 


Whole Foods to Slope neighbors: 
Bring your car when you visit us 



By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Whole Foods’ corporate ma- 
chine beat back a neighbor- 
hood green dream team this 
week, denying a petition from 
a civic group to shrink its park- 
ing lots and put an earth-friend- 
ly solar roof on its super-store, 
now under construction on 
Third Avenue at Third Street. 

The Park Slope Neighbors 
petition asked the grocer to cut 
100 of its planned 420 parking 
spaces, a move that the group 
believed would discourage driv- 
ing and reduce traffic. The group 
also wants Whole Foods to pro- 
vide a jitney service to take 
shoppers from the store to near- 
by subway and bus stops. 

“We think a Whole Foods 
Market would be a great addi- 
tion to the neighborhood, but it’s 
disappointing that they appear 
intent on implementing a subur- 


ban-style [transportation] plan,” 
said Eric McClure, who sent the 
500-signature petition to the 
chain’s Austin headquarters. 

The organic giant has yet to 
respond to McClure’s group, 
but told The Stoop that it could 
not meet the group’s demands. 

“We are confident that our 
parking plan, as currently de- 
signed, features the appropriate 
number of spaces,” said spokes- 
man Fred Shank. 

He noted that the company 
considered topping the Third Av- 
enue store with a green roof, a 
feature it used on other locations, 
but eventually determined that it 
“simply would not be feasible.” 

The rejection of the PSN peti- 
tion, while not shocking, has put 
a damper on the budding ro- 
mance between the environmen- 
tally conscious neighborhood 
and the progressive grocery 
chain that has set out to sell it 
bok choy and lacinato kale. 


“Brooklyn certainly deserves 
what other cities and towns are 
getting,” a disappointed Mc- 
Clure said this week. “It’s terrif- 
ic that [Whole Foods] wants to 
come here. We just want them 
to give us the same things that 


they give other markets.” 
McClure added that he 
would continue shopping at the 
Park Slope Food Coop, no mat- 
ter how perfect the banana-and- 
flaxseed smoothies are at the 


New blow hits Hook s cargo port 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The city moved one step 
closer to closing Red Hook’s 
cargo port last week, scoring a 
key vote of approval on the 
controversial move from the 
Port Authority. 

The regional authority gave 
the green light to the city’s 
takeover of the port last Wednes- 
day, serving a blow to local law- 


makers who had pushed Gov. 
Spitzer to save Brooklyn’s last 
cargo-hauling facility. 

Spitzer’s new Port Authority 
appointee, Executive Director 
Anthony Shorris, said the city 
can take control of the piers later 
this year. 

The approval paves the way 
for the Bloomberg administra- 
tion’s ambitious plan to replace 


the Red Hook Container Port 
with a tourist-friendly manufac- 
turing facility and beer garden 
for Brooklyn Brewery, and a 
small cargo pier for shipping 
the borough’s famed ale. 

City Councilman David 
Yassky (D-Brooklyn Heights) 
warned this week that the may- 
or’s plan is still uncertain. 

Yassky remains a critic of the 


pier plan because he fears it will 
eliminate longshoremen jobs. He 
said this week that he was not 
sure if the council would approve 
the plan when it comes before the 
legislative branch later this year. 

“We have to wait and see 
what kind of jobs are created 
before anything is decided,” 
said Yassky spokesman Evan 
Thies. — Cohen 


The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 



Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 


. . Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


t/ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 
i/ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

\/ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPU and First Aid Certified Staff 

✓ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


</ Fully Air Conditioned 
t/ Indoor Gym 
i/ Integrated Program 
o' Nutritional Breakfast/Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurtumg environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, childstudyctr@aol.com 


167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Krav Maga 
with Hadassah 


LEARN ISRAELI MARTIAL ARTS 


Monday Night, March 5th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Hadassah House 
50 West 58th Street, Manhattan 


Sponsored by Hadassah Brooklyn Young Women/Young Leaders (20’s, 30’s K40’s) 


KRAV MAGA 


Moshe Katz, 

is a self-defense and 


Fourth degree black belt, trainer of 

military hand-to-hand 


Elite Security Guards and founder of 

combat system 


Mountain Spirit Warrior Institute 

developed is Israel. 


in Israel, will teach us the basics. 


Members and non-members welcome. Bring a friend! 
Donation: $20 or $18 if pre-paid before March 1 

Hadassah requires pre-registration for security purposes 
Light Kosher dinner will be served. Remember to wear or bring comfortable clothing. 


Please RSVP by Thursday, March 1 st 


718-382-6454 



brooklyn@hadassah.org 


Light My Fire! 

--t Fireplace Supplies 



logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


We Appreciate Your Business! 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES SXSSSZ. 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • mmm. • (718) 243-0844 
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CARROLL GARDENS CONDO 



206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 


5 Dharma 

P HEALING ARTS 


718 - 797-5318 

COBBLE HIT T. 

Gift Certificates Available S«8 
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v4SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 


of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 years 

All repairs done on premises. 

Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • HigQ 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 1 1 :00am - 5:00pm 



• Local & Long Distance Services ____ 

• Airport Transportation fiS «2 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtre 

Car Limn Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

mEHQSB 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


\ Find a unique 
|\ and personal 
\ gift fir a I 

V pretty 
lady L 

s 

burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 

192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 

in between Court and Clinton 

(212) 812-3994 









Finding it hard 
to take a dip 

I want to go swimming. Sadly, 
this peninsular borough of ours 
suffers from a drought of swim- 
ming pools. And when a new pool 
is built (and let’s be frank — that 
rarely happens), taking a dip is no 
easy task. 

Case in point: on Jan. 24, Long Is- 
land University officially opened the 
gym portion of its $40-million Well- 
ness, Recreation and Athletic Center 
at Flalbush and DeKalb avenues. 

The center has the requisite am- 
enities — aerobics classes, tread- 
mills, free weights. But more im- 
portant, it has an indoor pool. And I 
hear it’s great. 

You see, we would-be swimmers must make do with press- 
ing our noses to the proverbial glass, gawking at the chlorinated 
blue rectangle below. 

And all this, despite vague commitments by LIU that the new 
center would be open to the community. 

“This [ceremony] will provide a lasting reminder of the im- 
portant role that the center will play in safeguarding and in im- 
proving the health and quality of life for members of the cam- 
pus community as well as the community at large,” LIU President 
David Steinberg said in a press release issued by the university 
after the recreation center’s groundbreaking in October 2004 
(italics added for emphasis). 

I know, I know, that’s hardly an ironclad promise. But in this 
waterless borough of ours, can’t a lady dream? 

According to the Parks Department Web site, Manhattan is 
home to six city-operated indoor pools, while Brooklyn has only 
three. (Sure, we’ve got beaches, but they’re only good in the 
summer or if you’re a Polar Bear. And we do have a seemingly 
endless supply of private health clubs, several within walking 
distance of LIU.) 

One community leader — speaking anonymously, for fear of 
irritating his colleagues at LIU — wished the school was more a 
part of the surrounding community. 

“Many people choose to live in college towns because univer- 
sities offer great amenities,” he said. “If LIU has the capacity, it 
would be nice if the wellness center could be open to the public.” 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) said she’s 
been working with the school to make the center “available to 
seniors at a reduced cost,” but “there are some issues” remain- 
ing to be resolved. 

As much as I’d like to be swimming soon, I had to admit that 
the university’s spokeswoman, Peg Byron, had a point. 

Not only did Steinberg, the LIU president, never explicitly 
promise to open the pool to the community, but there might ac- 
tually be a capacity issue. 

“This is the only workout area we have,” said Byron. 

Even so, can’t we come to some sort of pool-sharing agree- 
ment? How about Fort Greene residents bring home-cooked 
meals to the kids in exchange for swimming rights? After all, in- 
doors pools are so rare, and town-gown relationships so impor- 
tant. Swim on it and let me know. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 


If you think the best gift is one that keeps on giving, than grab 
your hoes! A soon-to-be-implemented Forf Greene Park 
Conservancy program will allow residents to sponsor trees 
and benches in Fort Greene Park. Call (718) 222-1461 for 
more information or visit www.fortgreenepark.org. . . . Did you 
see the trash cans in the Atlantic Avenue and DeKalb Av- 
enue stations on Thursday? They looked like fountains spew- 
ing trash sitting in circular pools of debris. And they stank. Why 
must New York City Transit make it so easy to kvetch? ... Do 
you want some hip-hop with that hamantaschen? On Mar. 3, 
BAMCafe is hosting the Hip Hop Hafla Purim Party for the 
launch of Shemspeed, a music PR company. Come dressed in 
your best Queen Esther and King Ahasuerus costumes (our sug- 
gestion, not theirs) to hear live hop-hop and reggae artists 
Kosha Dillz. Niz, and Shem Disciples, not to mention a live 
megillah reading. For information, visit www.shemspeed.com. 
. . . And finally, a public service message, of sorts. If you think 
you’re about to get lucky in Fort Greene or Clinton Hill, you can 
pick up some of the city’s free, subway-branded condoms at 
Five Spot Soul Food Restaurant (459 Myrtle Ave. at Wash- 
ington Avenue), Moe's Bar (80 Lafayette Ave. at S. Portland 
Avenue), Mojito (275 Park Ave. at Flushing Avenue), Stone- 
home Wine Bar (87 Lafayette Ave. at S. Portland Avenue), 
and Tillie's (248 DeKalb Ave. at Vanderbilt Avenue). ... We hear 
that 50 Hanson PL, currently rental apartments, is going con- 
do. . . . Shahn Andersen has begun interior work on Broken 
Angel , the Clinton Hill ziggurat owned by artist Arthur Wood. 
Someday maybe Wood will even be able to move back in. 

Talk to us. Write: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Oy vey! A Kosher trailer 


The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s not exactly fine dining, but if you’re 
jonesing for some home-cooked Jewish 
food — by that we mean starchy, salty, and 
comforting in every way — then the Hall 
Street Kosher Cafe is your spot. 

On a recent visit to the trailer-cum-restau- 


rant, two reporters scarfed down some veg- 
etable kugel, a bagel calzone (melted cheese 
was involved), a tuna patty, and a vegetable 
patty. Shlomo Friedman, the cafe’s owner, 
said he’s run the homey establishment for 12 
years and about two-thirds of his clientele 
are Hasidic Jews. 


The rest of his customers work in the sur- 
rounding industrial area. We give the Hall 
Street Kosher Cafe three paises. 

Hall Street Kosher Cafe (9 Hall St., at Flush- 
ing Avenue), Monday through Friday (and 
sometimes Sunday), 7 am to 5 pm (earlier on 
Friday). Call (718) 923-6000. — Rubinstein 


Near BAM, get out your tutus! 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The core of the evolving 
BAM Cultural District will be 
a 25-story tower housing a 
dance center, apartment com- 
plex and retail space, canoo- 
dled between the rising Forte 
condos and the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, said city 
officials last week. 

In a request for proposals is- 


sued on Feb. 9, the city’s De- 
partment of Housing Preserva- 
tion and Development called 
for an “innovative architectural 
design” for a “cultural space” at 
the southwest comer of Fulton 
Street and Ashland Place, 
which is currently a parking lot. 

Once complete, the site will be 
home to the Danspace Project, a 
contemporary dance non-profit; 
ground-level retail; and 150 resi- 
dential units, half of which will 


be below-market-rate. 

“This project marks a major 
milestone in the city’s efforts to 
create a thriving cultural district 
in Fort Greene,” said Kate Levin, 
commissioner of the city Depart- 
ment of Cultural Affairs. 

Danspace now works out of 
St. Mark’s Church in the East 
Village. Its current show, “Dog 
Days,” is a political satire featur- 
ing slapstick and burlesque, cen- 
tered on a series of “Bushisms.” 


The idea, of course, isn’t to 
necessarily foment more Bush- 
bashing, but to nurture a diverse 
dance repertoire, according to 
Danspace Executive Director 
Laurie Uprichard. 

“The center aims to address 
the well-being of the broad 
spectrum of dance within New 
York City and will partner with 
an array of artists and organiza- 
tions to strengthen the dance 
field as a whole,” she said. 


Yards poster caper in F’Greene 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Low-grade mischief preceded the Fort 
Greene screening of the anti-Atlantic 
Yards film “Brooklyn Matters” at Bishop 
Loughlin High School on Wednesday, 
from verbal harassment to the illicit re- 
moval of posters advertising the show. 

Two days before the screening, the own- 
ers of a Fort Greene bodega that had put up 
posters for the screening reported a bizarre 
run-in with two diehard Atlantic Yards sup- 
porters, according to Fort Greene Associa- 
tion member Lucy Koteen. 

“Two guys came by the bodega, tore 
down the posters on the outside and started 


kicking at the door,” said Koteen. “Then 
they came in and started screaming, ‘We 
need jobs!’ So the storeowners called the po- 

The shop-owners didn’t want the name or 
location of their store printed, for fear of retali- 
ation. Nor did they ask for new posters to re- 
place those tom down. 

“And I wasn’t going to ask them to put 
up any,” said Koteen. “We don’t want any 
trouble.” 

The 88th Precinct would not confirm the 
incident, but it comes as little surprise that 
the film has stirred up strong emotions. Pro- 
duced by documentarian Isabel Hill, 
“Brooklyn Matters” takes a decidedly nega- 
tive view of the 16-skyscraper-and-arena 


project, and features few proponents of the 
controversial development. 

The bodega’s experience was far from 
uncommon. Society for Clinton Hill head 
Sharon Barnes said many of the posters she 
put up on Monday were tom down within 

“I put some up at the comer of Myrtle 
and Washington avenues, and on Washing- 
ton between Willoughby and Myrtle av- 
enues, and they were down by the middle of 
the day,” said Barnes. 

Barnes pins the blame squarely on project 
supporters. 

“The only people who would go to the 
trouble to tear them down would be people 
who were involved with Ratner.” 



The Child Study Center of New York, Est. 1981 
is offering 

Fort Greene's finest 

Day Care 

. . .Where Life Long Learning Begins . . . 
Serving ages 2-6 • 7:30am-6pm available 


t/ Licensed by the Department of 
Health Bureau of Day Care 

✓ New York State Certified teachers 

✓ Arts & Crafts 

</ Computers in Classrooms 

✓ CPR and First Aid Certified Staff 
i/ Enrichment Programs 

✓ Full/Half Day, Extended Day 
and As Needed Hours 


✓ Fully Air Conditioned 
\/ Indoor Gym 

\/ Integrated Program 
\/ Nutritional Breakfast/ Lunch 
available, Free or at Reduced Rate 

✓ Reading Readiness 

✓ Safe and Nurwing environment 

✓ Spacious Well-Equipped 
classrooms 


DON’T DELAY, REGISTER TODAY. SEATS ARE LIMITED. 
Contact: Janet Williams, Program Director 
(718) 854-3710, chUdstudyctr@aol.com 


167 Clermont Avenue 

between Myrtle & DeKalb Aves. 


Krav Maga 
with Hadassah 


LEARN ISRAELI MARTIAL ARTS 


Monday Night, March 5th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Hadassah House 
50 West 58th Street, Manhattan 


Sponsored by Hadassah Brooklyn Young Women/Young Leaders (20’s, 30’s 8, 40’ s) 


KRAV MAGA 


Moshe Katz, 

is a self-defense and 


Fourth degree black belt, trainer of 

military hand-to-hand 


Elite Security Guards and founder of 

combat system 


Mountain Spirit Warrior Institute 

developed is Israel. 


in Israel, will teach us the basics. 


Members and non-members welcome. Bring a friend! 
Donation: $20 or $18 if pre-paid before March 1 

Hadassah requires pre-registration for security purposes 
Light Kosher dinner will be served. Remember to wear or bring comfortable dothing. 


Please RSVP by Thursday, March 1st 


718-382-6454 



brooklyn@hadassah.org 


• Local & Long Distance Services 

• Airport Transportation Fo^OOd and 

• Medical Pickup & Drop Off Mohegan Sun 

Casinos 

Myrtrc 

* Car & Limo Service 



24 Hour Door-to-Door Service 

fflBiiia 

(718) 230-8100 

www.myrtlecarservice.com 


Massage Therapy for mind, body & spirit 



• Swedish • Shiatsu • Sports 
• Hot Stone • Deep Tissue 

718 - 797-5318 

COBBLE HILL 

Gift Certificates Available SW 


CARROLL GARDENS CONDO 


206 Court St. 

(718) 596-3333 

See our listings: 



te parking. $1,100,000.00 


COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 


WE KNOW WHAT IT TAKES 



Lean on Me of Brooklyn 

BODYWORKS 


718-222-8713 • leanonmebodyworks.com 


,<SATNICK 


We offer quality service on 
all jewelry repairs or have 
your jewelry redesigned. 

Jewelry checked 
and cleaned 
FREE OF CHARGE. 


Hartley F. Satnick 

The only Certified 
Master Watchmaker 

in all 5 boroughs 
of New York City 
serving the community 
for over 44 yet, 

All repairs done on premises. 

Visit us at our new location 

187 State Street 

(off Court St) 

(718)852-1421 • Fax (718) 852-9697 • EWBITi 
HOURS: Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 6:30pm; Sat: 11:00am - 5:00pm 


Light My Fire! 



Fireplace Supplies 

logs, matches, 
toolsets & more 


Jfiuetfi&ee We Appreciate Your Business! 

^\Rffl[lRD(SAN —■ 

HOUSEWARES sxssz 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • SSI • (718) 243-0844 


t Find a unique 
U and personal 

\ giftf ora I 

| pretty / 
^Sf lady L 


burke talon 

A WOMEN’S BOUTIQUE IN COBBLE HILL 

192 Amity St. Bklyn, NY 11201 

in between Court and Clinton 

(212) 812-3994 
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Take the lead 


I just celebrated an important an- 
niversary: I have owned my dog, 

Milo, for one year. I am really a 
part of a new community: the com- 
munity of four-legged friends. 

The Slope has many mini-neigh- 
borhoods that lurk beneath the sur- 
face: There is the stroller set, the 
PTA moms, the coffee-klatschers, 
the gardeners, the artists, the civic 
council activists, and the block as- 
sociation leaders. I have done all 
those, and now that I have a dog, I 
have become part of the leash-and- 
collar crowd, too. 

It took me a while to become an 
enthusiastic member of this society of canine canoodlers. At first 
I avoided park. I didn’t know what to say to the other owners. 
Having graduated from the sandbox at the playground, I dread- 
ed the small talk, story-swapping, and bragging that I endured 
for all those years when my kids were small. 

I never figured that I would be one of the dog owners who 
talks to my dog as if he can understand me (he can!) and who 
knows all the other neighborhood dogs by name (and has no 
idea of the owner’s name). I never thought I would be standing 
in the big fields in Prospect Park first thing in the morning, 
watching Milo play with his doggie “friends” and chatting with 
the dog people. 




Hazy shade of winter 

Prospect Park is covered in snow — and ice — after a dumping of the white stuff last week. 


I am not even a morning person; I never went to the park be- 
fore 9 am in my non-dog-owning life, so I never even knew 
about the dog scene on the Long Meadow. It turns out that the 
dog scene is the best part of my day. Even in the freezing cold 
weather, I love to get out early and get to the park. 

But the really surprising thing is that I look forward to seeing 
my human friends as much as my doggie pals. 

I used to think dog people — like the woman who talks to 
everyone in the same high-pitched voice she uses on her canine 
companion, or the guy who gets mad if your dog takes his dog’s 
special toy — were just crazy. But now I find that I actually look 
forward to these ideosyncratics (even the singing dog woman 
who conducts 20 dogs around her in a symphony of barking). 

In fact, the pooch parade is really no different than the other 
communities I have been part of in my years in Brooklyn: smart, 
solid folks with plenty of nuts mixed in. But there is always 
more good than bad, and the off-beat people keep it colorful. 

We spend a half-hour together, roaming the park and calling 
our dogs, and then we split, no strings, no expectations. Maybe 
we will see each other tomorrow, maybe not. 

Call me crazy, but the dog people are my new best pals. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

PS 321 mourns Ted Ferretti, the computer assistant, de-facto 
AV guy, and all-around helper, who died on Valentine’s Day of 
heart failure. He was only 55 years old, and leaves behind his wife 
and son, plus hundreds of teachers, administrators, kids, and par- 
ents who appreciated his generosity and can-do spirit. . . . Fans of 
Josh Henkin, your wait is almost over. A new novel by the pride 
of 13th Street, titled “Matrimony,” will be published in October, 
The Stoop has learned. The book follows Henkin’s 1997 hit, 
“Swimming Across the Hudson.” Now, if all these great writers 
would just stop raising families and earning a living, maybe they 
could write their books a little quicker. ... A Park Sloper may be 
leading the fight against the Dixie Chicks. The Stoop got an 
email from a 16th Street resident who vows to “kick the Dixie 
Chicks out of Brooklyn.” The writer threatened that her “grass- 
roots organization” will boycott retailers who sell Dixie Chicks 
CDs and to hold a public “barbecue” of Dixie Chick albums. She 
said she was offended by the Chicks’ “disgusting and un-Ameri- 
can comments.” . . . Brooklyn Arts Exchange has added two 
more studios to its cramped Fifth Avenue dance and arts space. 
On Saturday, Feb. 24, BAX invited its supporters and friends to 
paint and make minor repairs. . . . The Fifth Avenue BID steering 
committee held another breakfast meeting at Aunt Suzie's last 
week to finalize the boundaries of the business improvement dis- 
trict. It’ll run from Berkeley Place to 18th Street. They would have 
gone all the way to Flatbush, but there are too many “no” votes 
coming from north of Berkeley, organizers said. But there’s lots of 
support in the rest of the neighborhood. 

Talk to us. Write: f ~~ " “ 


Kensington’s going ‘Postal’ 
over its poor mail service 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Sometimes, griping gets 
things done. 

That seems to be the case 
with the Kensington post office 
on McDonald Avenue. Long a 
nightmare of lines and unpleas- 
ant service, customer com- 
plaints prompted Councilman 
Bill DeBlasio (D-Park Slope) to 
demand — and get — improve- 
ments from postal poohbahs. 

Trained “lobby directors,” 
who will help customers pick 
from an often-confusing menu 
of postal services (what is the 
difference between registered 
and certified mail, anyway?), are 
now dispatched when the lines 
grow too long. A video monitor 
in the lobby also allows post of- 
fice workers to keep tabs on the 
crowd up front. 

“We’re working with the 
employees to get them to han- 

CORRECTION 

An article in last week’s Park 
Slope edition misidentified the 
neighborhood served by the 
Church Avenue F-train station 
(“Icicle thieves at work for 
MTA”). That station is on the 
border of Kensington and 
Windsor Terrace. The Brooklyn 
Paper regrets the error. 


FREE FIRST TIME 
HOME BUYER SEMINAR 

Have you been thinking about moving to 

MAPLEWOOD, NJ? 

Join Alper Realty and Celebrity Mortgage as they help you take 
that first step toward becoming a homeowner! Well answer all 
your questions from “How do I obtain a mortgage” to “How do I 
find the home that’s right for me?” Well also tour some of some 
of the great homes available in Maplewood and show you how to 
make one your own! We hope to see you there! 

Coffee and Bagels will be served. 

WHEN: Saturday, March3, 2007, 11:00AM - 1:00PM 

WHERE: Old First Reformed Church, 729 Carroll Street at 7th 
Ave, Park Slope Brooklyn. 

CALL: Doreen Chila at 973-378-8200 for more information and 
to make a reservation. 

WALK-INS WELCOME!! 

Childcare available (reservation required) 


Q CELEBRITY 
MORTGAGE 

“FTwari ‘Winning Performance..." 


window was handling cus- 
tomer business, and the line of 
antsy patrons stretched to the 
door. Complaints were plentful, 
as was contempt for a video 
that extolled the virtues of the 
Postal Service. A lobby director 
did emerge from the back — 
after a reporter spent several 
minutes chatting with patrons 


the line was out the door and 
If around the comer.” 

it come here without a 
book,” added Hilarie Goode- 

This post office at Church and McDonald avenues is the sub- nou § h ’ a har * Jover sprawled 

ject of a probe by several elected officials. ove J her , P acka S e - 11 s ver 7 

_ K y Kafka in here.” 

Assemblyman Jim Brennan 
(D-Park Slope) will host a public 
hearing on postal issues on 
March 1, 6:30 pm, at the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary School 
(3002 Fort Hamilton Pkwy. at 
East Third Street). For informa- 
tion, call (718) 788-7221. 



die more people more efficient- 
ly,” explained Postal Service 
spokesman Tom Gaynor. 

DeBlasio had specifically re- 
quested the improvements in a 
Jan. 25 letter that mentioned 
“numerous calls and letters” 


that his office had received 
about poor service at the Kens- 
ington station. 

But a visit from The Brook- 
lyn Paper on Tuesday after- 
noon suggested more work 
needs to be done. Only one 


Deaths rise on Third Avenue 


By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The death of a 4-year-old boy on busy Third 
Avenue happened because the Department of 
Transportation failed to follow through on its 
own recommendations for calming the danger- 
i strip, activists charged this week. 


work would have included raised crosswalks to 
slow traffic, sidewalk extensions at comers for 
safer turns, and altered the timing of “walk” signs 
to allow pedestrians to get a head start. 

“These particular traffic-calming measures are 
designed specifically to protect neighborhood 
streets from through-traffic and help prevent the 
type of ‘right-turn conflict’ that killed all [the] 


James Jacaricce was run down on Feb. 13 at the boys,” says community activist Aaron Naparstek 

intersection of Third Avenue and Baltic Street — ~ 

less than half a mile from where two more young 
boys were run over in 2004, and also not far from parstek and said that the traffic-calming devices 
another Third Avenue intersection where a 6-year- were delayed because “underground utilities is- 
old boy was run over last year. sues led to the need for more complex designs.” 

Following those deaths, the DOT promised to The agency said 101 “neckdowns” would be 
jumpstart $4-million in planned safety improve- installed in the area by 2008 — and Naparstek 

ments — but those most of those improvements pointed out that the neighborhood began agitating 

were never made. The planned traffic-calming for them in 1996. 


Krav Maga 
with Hadassah 

LEARN ISRAELI MARTIAL ARTS 

Monday Night, March 5th, 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Hadassah House 
50 West 58th Street, Manhattan 

Sponsored by Hadassah Brooklyn Young Women/Young Leaders (20’s, 30’s K40’s) 


KRAV MAGA 


Moshe Katz, 

is a self-defense and 


Fourth degree black belt, trainer of 

military hand-to-hand 


Elite Security Guards and founder of 

combat system 


Mountain Spirit Warrior Institute 

developed is Israel. 


in Israel, will teach us the basics. 


Members and non-members welcome. Bring a friend! 
Donation: $20 or $18 if pre-paid before March 1 

Hadassah requires pre-registration for security purposes 
Light Kosher dinner will be served. Remember to wear or bring comfortable clothing. 

Please RSVP by Thursday, March 1 st 


718-382-6454 ( 


} brooklyn@hadassah.org 


VEGAS 

AUTO SPA 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 

7AM-10PM 



555 7th Avenue 


72L8-768-WASH (9274) 



A-Z Dental, PC 


Family 

Dentistry 

Gentle, Painless Touch 


• FREE Examination and Consultation 
with any dental work 

• Insurance and Medicaid plans accepted 

• Ultimate 4-step sterilization 

• Comprehensive Care, including 
teeth whitening, bad breath, etc. 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — i 

EXAMINATION, NECESSARY ! 

1 VOicS) X-RAYS AND TEETH CLEANING i 

I with this ad I 

332 9th St. (718) 832-1222 

(Bet. 5th-6th Aves.) www.azdental.com 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • IBHeSH 
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Brook 

Aj[ 

lyn Doc House 

1 * daycare 5 boarding 

718 222-4900 


j yam-lOpm weekdays, 9 am-l 0 pm weekends 

H 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
| • web cams -watch your dog play 

1 • curbside pick up and drop off 

1 • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

I • individual attention 

I • multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

\ 1 

J ]TJ Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 


brooklyndoghouse.com 
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Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 6 boarding 

A A 222-4900 

m 7am-lOom weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 



yam-iopra weekdays, 9am-iOpm weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

• web cams - watch your dog play 

• curbside pick up and drop off 

• air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

• individual attention 

• multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


The Most 

Memorable Funeral 

Ft. Greene can offer your loved one 

Enjoy the serenity of 
a comfortable chapel 
located In the historical 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill area. 
Services customized to meet your needs. 
Serving Fort Green-Clinton Hill 
for over 40 years 

Robert F. Cranford Funeral Home 

203 DeKalb Ave. (bet. Adelphi Sf Carlton) 

(718) 625-4656 
Funeral Directors: 

Robert F. Cranford & Eva J. Cranford 




Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morningi|P 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, 
then go out and enjoy your V 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 





• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical monthstoniealing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans 

available and Insurance coverage)* ”1 • 


" ”■ Call today for > 

*ONLY $495 I 71 oooo R oq,= 
FOR DENTURE! flo-000-00»0 

Limited Time Offer \ 461 77th st _ Ba V Rid 2 e 

•with a puchase of MDI | 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Islan 


^ The David Berg Lecture Series Presents v 

From Keser to Malchus: bh 

UNCOVERING 

CHASSIDISM 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 

All Classes are 


Mondays, 8-9pm 

Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


FEB. 5: R. Yisroel, the 


Maharash" (1834-1882), 4th Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


(1902-1994), 7th and last Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


|S Congregation B'nai Avraham 

bT 117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 
(718) 596-4840 Ext.1 8 



Washing her hands gave 
bandit a clean getaway 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


84th Precinct 


A woman attending a ban- 
quet at the Marriott Hotel in 
Downtown Brooklyn lost a 
$15,000 diamond ring and her 
gold wedding band after re- 
moving the jewelry to wash 
her hands before eating and 
then forgetting the items in the 
women’s room. 

The victim washed her 
hands before the Feb. 11 ban- 
quet. When she realized she’d 
left her belongings behind, she 
retraced her steps, but the jew- 
elry was gone, police said. 

Kathleen Duffy, director of 
public affairs for the Marriott, 
said more than 2,000 people 
were in the ballroom for the 
Kosher event. When the victim 
alerted hotel officials, they made 
an announcement concerning the 
missing jewels and searched the 
area. Brooklyn employees report- 
ed the missing gems to Mar- 
riott’s corporate headquarters in 
Maryland. 

“I don’t see this as any kind of 
pattern,” Duffy said. “I would 
say it’s unusual.” 


Purse snip 

A thief clipped the straps to a 
woman’s pocketbook and fled 
with the bag on Atlantic Avenue 
on Feb. 16, police said. 

The 55-year-old victim, who 
lives nearby, was walking home, 
near Nevins Street, shortly before 
6 pm, when she was attacked. The 
stranger sneaked up behind her, 
cut her bag free and disappeared 
before she could see his face. The 
purse held $34, various credit 
and charge card, a Food Stamps 
card, work ID and car keys. 

Officer robbed 

A Department of Corrections 
officer became a crime victim on 
Feb. 12 when someone stole her 
purse on Livingston Street, po- 
lice said. 

The 23-year-old victim was 
near Nevins Street, around 2 pm, 
when a stranger ran up from be- 
hind. He grabbed her bag and 
dashed down Nevins, toward 
Schermerhom Street. Police 
searched the area, but didn’t find 
the thief, or the $50, Baby Phat- 
brand purse that held the victim’s 
Corrections shield, her city ID, 
driver’s license and makeup. 

Holiday surprise 

Love wasn’t in the air at a 
Court Street architecture firm on 
Valentine’s Day when someone 


POLICE BLOTTER 


swiped the pink oversized wallet 
off an employee’s desk. 

The 31 -year-old woman said 
she left the book-sized billfold 
on her desk, on the 12th floor of 
the building, near Joralemon 
Street, when she attended a 
meeting upstairs, around 12:30 
pm on Feb. 14. 

When she returned two hours 
later, the wallet was gone Also 
missing was various ID, her in- 
surance information, a credit 
card — plus a paper with the 
verification number for her cred- 
it account — a check for 
$106.25 from a graphics compa- 
ny and a platinum Cross pen, 
valued at $180. 

Bump ’n’ steal 

A teenager lost her cellphone 
and wallet when a thief jostled 
her inside a Fulton Street drug- 
store on Feb. 15, police said. 

The 19-year-old was inside 
the chain store, near Bridge 
Street, around 12:45 pm when 
someone bumped into her. That’s 
when her mobile and the wallet, 
with her high school ID and oth- 
er documents, disappeared, cops 
believe. 


DUMBO’s great: Survey 


By Christie Rizk 

The Brooklyn Paper 

How great is DUMBO? 

Ninety percent of the neigh- 
borhood’s residents think it’s a 
good place to live — though a 
sizeable majority thinks the 
neighborhood remains lousy for 
basic necessities. 

Those were just two of the 
findings in a neighborhood sur- 
vey conducted by the DUMBO 
Improvement District to meas- 
ure resident satisfaction with 


Deaths 
up on 3d 

By Josh Saul 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The death of a 4-year-old 
boy on Third Avenue on Feb. 
13 happened because the De- 
partment of Transportation 
failed to implement its own 
ideas for calming the dangerous 
strip, residents charged. 

Following two other deaths 
in 2004, the DOT promised $4 
million in improvements — but 


DOT did not return our calls, 
but community activist Aaron 
Naparstek reported on Streets- 
blog.org that DOT told him that 
the traffic calming was delayed 
because “underground utilities 
issues led to the need for more 
complex designs.” 

The agency said the changes 
would be made by 2008 . 


the neighborhood down under 
the Manhattan Bridge. 

“People love living in DUM- 
BO, but they want some im- 
provements, too,” said Bill Vi- 
tiello of the Improvement 
District. 

In addition to the 90 percent 
who said DUMBO is a good 
place to live, all 100 respon- 
dents said they felt safe walking 
through the neighborhood dur- 
ing the day. Two thirds said 
DUMBO is clean and appeal- 



Realty, Ltd. 

21 1 Court Street 
Brooklyn 

917.797.1351 
718.625.3700 x 112 

brooklynbridgerealty.com 


ing. 

Those may sound like Stalin 
re-election results, but there 
was some honest bad news in 
the survey: a whopping 70 per- 
cent said it couldn’t find the 
goods and services they need 
easily. 

It will get a little worse be- 
fore it gets better, thanks to a 
wave of new residents, admit- 
ted Tucker Reed, the Improve- 
ment District’s executive direc- 
tor. Young hipsters are attracted 
to the area’s arty feel and con- 
verted warehouses, but even 
hipsters need supermarkets and 
Laundromats — both of which 
were on the top of residents’ 
“wanted” list. 

“I would shop here more for 
my daily needs if everything 
weren’t so overpriced, and if 
there were more options,” said 
one survey respondent. 

In one piece of good news, 
Reed said that Bridge Apothe- 
cary, a mom-and-pop drug 
store, would open in the J-Con- 
do in May. The store will also 
be a post office substation, sell- 
ing stamps and money orders 
and offering certified and ex- 
press mail services. 

In the meantime, the Im- 
provement District is lobbying 
hard for a renovated F-train sta- 
tion at York Street and better 
roads all over the bump-filled 
neighborhood. 

More than a dozen new 
streetlights will be installed by 
the summer, Reed added. 

“Residents are going to see 
some major improvements 
soon,” he said. “And then we’re 
going to keep on rolling.” 


High times 

Who know a few takes would 
bring so much trouble? 

That was the lesson learned 
by three Brooklyn men who 
were sharing some suspicious 
smokes around 10:30 pm on 
Feb. 17 near the comer of Hicks 
and Lorraine streets. 

An officer saw the trio and 
searched the smokers, finding a 
charged-and-loaded stun gun and 
two baggies of marijuana. 

Sucker punch 

A trio of thugs followed a 
man from an ATM and robbed 
him on Hicks Street on Feb. 19, 
police said. 

The 37-year-old victim was 
near Degraw Street when one of 
the thieves punched him in the 
arm. The other brutes riffled his 
pockets before the trio ran off. 
The victim was braised, but re- 
fused help from the paramedics. 

The stolen goods included 
$30 and several credit cards, and 
a JetBlue membership ID. 

Bar snatch 

An employee at a popular 
Smith Street bar lost a bag frill of 
personal belongings to a thief 
who posed as a customer on Feb. 
13, police said. 

The 57-year-old victim put her 
purse on a chair while she was re- 
setting a table, around 8:30 pm. 
That’s when a 60-year-old Span- 
ish-speaking man walked into the 
bar, near Warren Street, and went 
to the bartender to place a food 
order. When the bartender re- 
turned, the place was empty, and 
the woman’s bag was gone. 

TV taken 

A burglar crawled into a 
Ninth Street residence and es- 
caped with a TV, a radio and an 
unreported amount of jewelry, 
police said. 


The 38-year-old resident said 
she left her home, near Smith 
Street, around 2 pm on Feb. 3. 
When she returned at 7:30 pm, 
on Feb. 1 1 , her 13-inch TV, radio 
and bling were gone. 

Police believe the burglars en- 
tered an unlocked window and 
left through the front door. 


88th Precinct 


Targets student 

An armed male-female duo 
robbed a Pratt Institute student as 
she tried to enter the gated cam- 
pus just before 3 am on Feb. 18, 
police said. 

The 21 -year-old was heading 
home to her dorm, off Willough- 
by Avenue, not far from Hall 
Street, when the stranger ap- 
proached. When he asked if she 
had 50 cents to help him get 
home, she ignored him and 
pushed past. But then the stranger 
upped the ante: “She has a gun,” 
he said, pointing to his female 
partner. The woman removed a 
silver handgun from under her 
coat and the two robbers grabbed 
the victim’s bag and ran off. 

The bag held a cellphone, var- 
ious credit cards, a driver’s li- 
cense, a set of keys and two cer- 
tificates: one for bartending and 
another for lifesaving. 

Armed rob 

A teenager lost his cash — 
but kept his wallet — when 
robbed at gunpoint on Feb. 15, 
police said. 

The 18-year-old victim was 
walking on Fulton Street, near 
Ashland Place, when a stranger 
came up to him and asked for 
$20, around 5 pm. The victim 
told the fellow he didn’t have 
any money, and kept walking. 
But the pest continued, insisting 
he turn over his wallet. Eventual- 
ly, the robber pulled out a pistol 
to back up his words. 

The thief grabbed the wallet, 
took out $150 and three credit 
cards, and ditched the wallet on 
the pavement as he dashed off 
down Fulton Street, towards 
Flatbush Avenue. 


Leave packages with us. 
And worries behind. 


s your neighborhood shipping center we offer many services in additio 
to packing and shipping. Stop in to find out what we can offer you. 

COPY SERVICE • OFFICE SUPPLIES 
FAX SERVICE • GIFT CARDS • BINDING LAMINATING 
PASSPORT PHOTOS • MAILBOX RENTALS 

COBBLE HILL VARIETY & AAAI LING CENTER 
495 Henry Street • (718) 852-8844 

Open 7 Days 'til 9pm fvd* 



DeKalb mug 

A man walking home on Feb. 
12 was robbed by a thug near 
Ashland Place, police said. 

The 25-year-old was on 
DeKalb Avenue around 2:30 am 
when a stranger came up from 
behind and grabbed him. “Don’t 
turn around. Give me your wal- 
let,” the thief insisted. 

The victim turned over his 
billfold and the robber ran off. 

iPod heist 

Despite his best efforts, a man 
lost his iPod to a pair of thieves 
who robbed him on Washington 
Avenue on Feb. 13, police said. 

The 22-year-old victim was 
near Lafayette Avenue, around 
2:30 pm, when someone reached 
into his pocket and tried to snatch 
the popular digital music player 
from his pocket. The victim shook 
off the thief and kept walking. 

But that’s when another mug- 
ger rushed up and grabbed him 
from behind. 

The victim struggled with the 
two thugs, but he was unable to 
prevent them from snatching the 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


COFFEES, GIFT BASKETS, & GOURMET FOODS 


(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


3 St. Johns Place 


vw.parkslopeshul.org 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 


718-875-91 24 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pr 


Shabbat Shalom! 


Candle 
Lighting 

Terumah 

Hi, February 23, before 5:21pm 

Zachor 

Fri.. March 2. before 5:29pm 


^ Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 

Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All Amenities 
Meeting Hall • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 



3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, ny Sh e epshead bay 

(betw. Coyle & Bragg) E-mail: GM.NY275@choicehotels.com 




Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel: (718) 368-3334 


A 


HEIGHTS VISION CENTER 

February • 

Anniversary Special 

Come celebrate our 20th anniversary on Montague Street. 

Free glaucoma screenings, visual acuity screenings and auto- 
refractive screenings, Mondays thru Fridays during February. 

Come see frame reps from Prada, Gucci and Coach with 
their 2007 product lines on Saturday February 10th and 
Saturday February 24th. (Call for details) 

Time for new frames? Save up to 50% on designer frames 
including Calvin Klein, Michael Kors, and Armani. 
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» Contact Lenses 
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* Sports Glasses 



Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 
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Armed heist at video game store 


, The David Berg Lecture Series Presents N 
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UNCOVERING 

CHASSIDISM 


A 10-Week series 
on Chassidism 
from the Besht 
to The Rebbe: 
Its History, 
Philosphy, and 
Impact on the 
21st Century 
with Rabbi 
Aaron L. Raskin 

All Classes are 
FREE and 
are held on 
Mondays, 8-9pm 

Knowedge 
of Hebrew is 
not required 


FEB. 12: R. DovBer, "Magjid of Meseritch" 

(d. 1772), mentor of the Alter Rebbe. 

FEB. 19: R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the “Alter Rebbi 
(1745-1812). Founder of the Chabad-Lubavitch movemei 

FEB. 26: R. DovBer, the “Mitteler Rebbe” 
(1773-1827). 2nd Lubavitcher Rebbe. 

MARCH 5: R. 


(1789-1866), 3rd Lubavitcher Rebbe. 


MARCH 12: Hal 


.9: Rabbi Sholom DovBer Sch 


>0) aka der frierdiker Rebbe 


Iff Congregation B'nai Avraham 

: 117 Remsen Street - Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 

(71 8) 596-4840 Ext.1 8 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Three men tied up the em- 
ployees of a Seventh Avenue 
video game store and then stole 
$10,000 and nearly 1 ,000 video 
games before fleeing before 
cops could get there. 

The trio entered the store, on 
Seventh Avenue near Garfield 
Place, just before the 8 pm clos- 
ing and displayed a black gun. 

They pushed the three store 
employees into a back room 
and tied them up with duct tape 
before loading the cash and 
games into black plastic 
garbage bags. 

They then jumped into a car 
and sped off up Seventh Av- 
enue. Cops are looking for a 5- 
foot-8, black man and his two 
accomplices, who could not be 
described by the victims. 

Party pooper 

A woman had a fancy cam- 
era stolen while she partied at a 
friend’s Fifth Street house on 
Feb. 9. 

The woman arrived at the 
party, in the penthouse apart- 
ment of the building, which is 
between Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West, and put her 
Nikon camera and her purse 
under a chair. 

When she went to retrieve 
the items at 10:30 pm, they 
were gone. The biggest loss 
was that camera, estimated by 
police as worth $1 ,500. The 33- 
year-old victim also lost $220. 

Hair today 

An employee of a Fifth Av- 


POLICE BLOTTER 


enue hair salon lost a piece of 
jewelry and a fancy handbag 
when someone stole the items 
out of the back room where she 
had left them on Feb. 15. 

The 36-year-old told cops 
that she lost a $500 diamond 
bracelet and a $600 handbag 
from the salon, which is near 
15th Street. She didn’t know 
who had taken the items, which 
she noticed were gone on Feb. 
17 at around 10 pm. 

Minor mug 

Two tweens were mugged of 
$20 after three punks surround- 
ed them on Ninth Street on Feb. 
17. 

The two victims — a girl 
and boy, both age 11 — told 
cops that they were walking be- 
tween Sixth and Seventh av- 
enues at around 2 pm when two 
older boys came over. 

“If you don’t give me mon- 
ey, I’ll shoot you,” one of the 
thugs said. At that point, the 
kids turned over the $20, and 
the perps fled towards Seventh 
Avenue. 

Coffee money 

A man who had just asked a 
woman to give him some “mon- 
ey for coffee” couldn’t wait for 
the spare change and reached 
into the woman’s open purse for 
a few bucks on Feb. 16. 

The man was arrested less 
than a half-hour after the 5:20 


heist — which netted him just 

$12. 

The 73-year-old woman told 
cops that the man, 36, ap- 
proached her at the comer of 
Carroll Street and Seventh Av- 
enue and asked, “Can I have 
money for coffee?” 

But when she opened her 
purse to give him something, he 
grabbed the cache of small bills 

Cops collared him and 
charged him with grand larce- 
ny, though it is unclear why the 
$12 heist earned him a felony 

Bus burg 

Three teen thugs were col- 
lared on Feb. 15 after trying to 
steal an iPod from another teen 
— and then beating him up — 
while riding the B67 bus. 

The trio of perps surrounded 
the 14-year-old boy at around 3 
pm, and one said, “Gimme the 
iPod.” 

When the boy refused, the 
three thugs started pummeling 
him until a schoolteacher and 
other witnesses intervened. 

The three bullies jumped off 
the bus and fled into the F-train 
station at Seventh Avenue and 
Ninth Street, but were later 
tracked down because some of 
the witnesses go to the same 
school as the thugs. 

All three were charged with 
robbery. 


R-ipoff 

A 19-year-old Bronx woman 
walking to subway had her 
purse snatched on Feb. 13. 

The woman had left her job, 
on Columbia Street, and had 
just about made it to the R-train 
station at Fourth Avenue and 
Ninth Street when the perp 
grabbed her arm and told her, 
“Give me your bag.” 

He didn’t wait for her to 
hand it over before he took it 
and ran off. She lost $100, but 
could not ID her assailant. 

Unthink pad 

A Long Island man lost a 
laptop computer when the car 
that he parked on Sixth Street 
was broken into on Feb. 12. 

The man had parked be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues 
at around 1 pm, leaving the 
$2,000 IBM Thinkpad behind. 
Just an hour and a half later, he 
returned to the car to find bro- 
ken glass where the driver’s- 
side window used to be and the 
computer gone. 

Block busted 

A major video store chain 
had more than $13,000 in 
videos and DVDs stolen in a 
brazen robbery on Feb. 13. 

According to police, three 
perps entered the store, on Flat- 
bush Avenue between Eighth 
Avenue and Sterling Place, and 
told the clerk that they intended 
to do more than just rent tapes. 

The clerk recognized the 
men — a 26-year-old, a 27- 
year-old and a 45-year-old — 
from a prior robbery attempt. 
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This time, he told them, “Please 
don’t steal. This is my store.” 

One of the thugs told him 
that he didn’t care, and flashed a 
blade at the clerk, who with- 
drew to the back room to call 
911. 

The three men were later 
caught with the goods and 
booked on multiple robbery 
charges. 

Bump and mug 

A man swiped a cellphone 
off a woman’s hip after bump- 
ing into her at the comer of 
Flatbush Avenue and Dean 
Street on Feb. 9. 

The 22-year-old woman told 
cops that she felt the man bump 
into her at around 8 pm and 
quickly noticed that the T-Mo- 
bile phone was missing. 

Home rob 

A man had $8,000 stolen 
from a safe in his bedroom in a 
break-in at his Douglass Street 
apartment 


The 33-year-old victim told 
cops that the break-in must have 
occurred between Feb. 7 and Feb. 

1 1 , when he found the cash miss- 
ing from his home, which is be- 
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues. 

He told police that he be- 
lieves the robber or robbers en- 
tered the apartment by using the 
fire escape. A neighbor said he 
heard nothing. 

Cell hell 

A woman had her cellphone 
stolen, and then called the num- 
ber and spoke to the perp — but 
not before he had ran up more 
than $1,500 in charges. 

The 24-year-old victim, who 
lives on Sixth Avenue between 
12th and 13th streets, noticed 
her phone was missing on Feb. 

12, so she called her own num- 
ber. Inexplicably, the man who 
had taken the phone picked up, 
though he didn’t say much. 

By the time the woman can- 
celed her service, the man had 
rung up S I ,557.52 in charges. 


Whole Foods 
to neighbors: 
Drive on over 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Whole Foods’ corporate machine beat back a neighborhood 
green dream team this week, denying a petition from a civic 
group to shrink its parking lots and put an earth-friendly solar 
roof on its super-store , now under construction on Third Avenue 
at Third Street. 

The Park Slope Neighbors petition asked the grocer to cut 100 of 
its planned 420 parking spaces, a move that the group believed 
would discourage driving and reduce traffic. The group also wants 
Whole Foods to provide a jitney service to take shoppers from the 
store to nearby subway and bus stops. 

“We think a Whole Foods Market would be a great addition to 
the neighborhood, but it’s disappointing that they appear intent on 
implementing a suburban-style [transportation] plan,” said Eric Mc- 
Clure, who sent the 500-signature petition to the chain’s Austin 
headquarters. 

The organic giant has yet to respond to McClure’s group, but told 
The Stoop that it could not meet the group’s demands. 

“We are confident that our parking plan, as currently designed, 
features the appropriate number of spaces,” said spokesman Fred 
Shank. 

He noted that the company considered topping the Third Avenue 
store with a green roof, a feature it used on other locations, but even- 
tually determined that it “simply would not be feasible.” 

The rejection of the PSN petition, while not shocking, has put a 
damper on the budding romance between the environmentally con- 
scious neighborhood and the progressive grocery chain that has set 
out to sell it bok choy and lacinato kale. 

“Brooklyn certainly deserves what other cities and towns are get- 
ting,” a disappointed McClure said this week. “It’s terrific that 
[Whole Foods] wants to come here. We just want them to give us 
the same things that they give other markets.” 

McClure added that he would continue shopping at the Park 
Slope Food Coop, no matter how perfect the banana-and-flaxseed 
smoothies are at the new mega-store. 


An A'Yards poster 
caper in F'Greene 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Low-grade mischief preced- 
ed the Fort Greene screening 
of the anti-Atlantic Yards film 
“Brooklyn Matters” at Bishop 
Loughlin High School on 
Wednesday, from verbal ha- 
rassment to the illicit removal 
of posters advertising the show. 

Two days before the screen- 
ing, the owners of a Fort Greene 
bodega that had put up posters 
for the screening reported a 
bizarre run-in with two diehard 
Atlantic Yards supporters, ac- 
cording to Fort Greene Associa- 
tion member Lucy Koteen. 

“T\vo guys came by the bode- 
ga, tore down the posters on the 
outside and started kicking at the 
door,” said Koteen. “Then they 
came in and started screaming, 
‘We need jobs!’ So the store- 
owners called the police.” 

The shop-owners didn’t want 
the name or location of their store 
printed, for fear of retaliation. 
Nor did they ask for new posters 
to replace those tom down. 

“And I wasn’t going to ask 
them to put up any,” said Koteen. 
“We don’t want any trouble.” 

The 88th Precinct would not 
confirm the incident, but it comes 
as little surprise that the film has 
stirred up strong emotions. Pro- 
duced by documentarian Isabel 
Hill, “Brooklyn Matters” takes a 
decidedly negative view of the 
16-skyscraper-and-arena project, 
and features few proponents of 
the controversial development. 

The bodega’s experience 
was far from uncommon. Soci- 
ety for Clinton Hill head 
Sharon Barnes said many of the 
posters she put up on Monday 
were tom down within hours. 

“I put some up at the comer of 
Myrtle and Washington avenues, 
and on Washington between 


Willoughby and Myrtle avenues, 
and they were down by the mid- 
dle of the day,” said Barnes. 

Barnes pins the blame square- 
ly on project supporters. 
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(718) 638-3343 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 


3 St. Johns Place 


vw.parkslopeshul.org 


Congregation 
Mount Sinai 

250 Cadman Plaza W. 
Conservative/Egalitarian 

718-875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Shabbat Shalom! 


www.bnaiavraham.ee 

Candle 
Lighting 

Terumah 

Fri., February 23, before 5:21pm 

Zachor 

Fri., March 2, before 5:29pm 
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Brooklyn's City Planning Commission ap- 
pointee Dolly Williams. 


GOODBYE DOLLY! 

Commish Williams has conflict of interest — again 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s only appointee 
to the City Planning Commis- 
sion will be barred from vot- 
ing on an expected rezoning 
around the Gowanus Canal 
because she stands to benefit 
from it, the city said this 

Dolly Williams, who was 
appointed by Borough Presi- 
dent Markowitz in 2003 , owns 
land within the boundaries of 
the neighborhood redesign — a 
rezoning that will deliver huge 
windfalls to property owners 
like Williams. 

Questions about a possible 
conflict of interest emerged af- 
ter the planning commissioner 
told acquaintances that she “ab- 
solutely” supports the residen- 
tial redevelopment of the Canal 
zone. Insiders were quick to 


point out that Williams’s com- 
pany, A. Williams Construction, 
is based on Third Avenue near 
Sackett Street — an area that 
will be prime real-estate some- 

“She was working the 
room,” said one person who at- 
tended the Community Board 6 
meeting where Williams “was 
telling everyone that the area 
would have to be rezoned. She 
let everyone believe that was 
speaking as a commissioner, 
not a property owner who 
would make millions of dollars 
if she could build condos on her 
land.” 

After The Brooklyn Paper 
started asking about Williams’s 
apparent conflict of interest, the 
Department of City Planning 
told Williams that she must re- 

“Like any property owner, 
however, [the] Commissioner 


can retain lawyers to represent 
his or her interests,” added 
DCP spokeswoman Rachaele 
Raynoff. 

Raynoff said that Williams 
hadn’t broken any rules when 
she spoke at the public meeting 
because she was speaking in- 
formally in a setting where no 
formal review was happening. 

It’s not the first time that the 
Markowitz appointee has been 
told to recuse herself from a vi- 
tal project. 

In 2004, she agreed to sit out 
of all discussion of Bruce Rat- 
ner’s Atlantic Yards mega-de- 
velopment after The Brooklyn 
Paper outed her $1 -million in- 
vestment in the developer’s 
Nets basketball team. 

“It is not a conflict, other- 
wise I would not do it,” she told 
The Paper before she was or- 
dered by the city’s Conflict of 
Interest Board to step down. 


Williams, who receives a 
$45,131 salary for her City 
Planning Commission post, did 
not return numerous phone 
calls from The Brooklyn Paper, 
despite a promise to do so. 

Activists cheered her recusal 
this week. 

“There is a clear conflict when 
someone who stands to lose or 
gain financially from a decision 
is involved in die decision-mak- 
ing process,” said Brad Lander, 
director of the Pratt Center for 
Community Development. 

“The commission-makes de- 
cision that have significant im- 
pact on the value of the land, so 
it appropriate that property 
owners not be the city’s neutral 
decision makers.” 

It is unclear whether Willi- 
am’s property will remain 
zoned for industrial use or be 
included in a residential rezon- 
ing. But Williams is not the 


only property owner eager to 
remake the gritty truck route. 

Last year, one of the city’s 
biggest luxury developers 
bought the massive Jewish 
Press building on Third Avenue 
between First and Third streets. 
The developer, Shaya Boymel- 
green, plans to build a three- 
acre complex of rowhouses 
and apartments called 
Gowanus Village. 

He also needs a rezoning to 
make his project a reality. 
Many hope to see at least part 
of the area remain industrial, so 
conflicts are inevitable consid- 
ering how much money is on 
the table. 

“A landowner who wants to 
sell will get dramatically [more 
money] for residential use then 
industrial use,” said Phaedra 
Thomas, director of Southwest 
Brooklyn Industrial Develop- 
ment Corporation. 
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“We have the tracks to run the F as 
an express train,” she said. “But the 
MTA won’t do it.” 

• Extend the G train to Church 
Avenue. 

Running the F as an express would 
require eliminating the G train’s turn- 
around at the Smith and Ninth station, 
but Konheim believes that extending 
the G train further down into Brook- 
lyn would also help the problem. 

“The G should really be boost- 
ed,” she said. “Nobody pays any at- 
tention to it.” 


WHAT THE ‘F 


Continued from page 1 
already-packed F train by the time it 
gets to Park Slope. 

It’s no wonder the Straphangers 
Campaign now rates the F train 11th 
out of the city’s 22 subway lines. 

“The F line has an above-average 
amount of scheduled service,” says 
the Straphangers F profile, “but ar- 
rives with below-average regularity.” 

So what’s 
the answer? 

Though F riders are calling for 
more trains, some experts have oth- 

• Extend the other orange train — 
the V, which currently terminates at 
Second Avenue on the Lower East 
Side — into Brooklyn. 

“We’ve long been a proponent of 
extending the V train,” said Strap- 
hangers staff attorney Gene Rus- 
sianoff. 

With the V train running at least 
part of the way into Brooklyn — if 
not all the way down to Coney Island 
— the F could be switched over to 
the express track during peak hours, 
mirroring the express-and-local pat- 
tern of the A and C lines . 

Carolyn Konheim, a transporta- 
tion expert who has been lobbying 
for improvements to the F line since 
2003, agrees. 


If the Queens-bound G — which 
currently begins its run at Smith and 
Ninth Street — commenced its jour- 
ney from deeper in Brooklyn, com- 
muters could take the G all the way to 
Queens — getting such commuters, 
quite literally, out of the F-ing way. 

Parker, the MTA spokeswoman, 
said the transit agency had no plans to 
turn the F into an express train or ex- 
tend the V line or the G line beyond a 
temporary extension into Kensington 
necessary to complete work on the 
Smith and Ninth Street station. 

The MTA, however, has said that 
the change could become permanent 
if the demand is high enough. 


An F train at Jay Street, where relief finally comes as the crowd 
moves to the A or C train. 


She 

bowled 
us over 

Y OU THINK BOWLING IS EASY. YOU SIT 
there in your Barcalounger every Saturday 
watching Mike Scroggins and Dale Traber on the 
Pro Bowlers tour and think, “I could do that.” 

Well, you can’t. And you know how I know? Alexan- 
dra Stein taught me. 

You may remember press coverage of Stein a few 
weeks ago when she was the Toast of the Town, the 


Darling of the Shell Lanes 
and the annointed Future 
of Professional Bowling. 

As a freshman at St. 
Francis College in Brook- 
lyn Heights, she was elec- 
trifying the entire bowling 
world. At the close of 
2006, she was ranked 
fourth in the nation and 
her average score was 
above 200. She was so 
hot that the folks from 
Wheaties were already 
calling. She even bowled 
a 269 once. 

To put that in some kind 
of perspective, Stein is a 
much much better bowler 
than you will ever be. 

So what happened? 
Well, that’s bowling, my 

Before joining the St. 
Francis team, Stein had 
been a phenom at Lafayette 
High School, bowling a 
few hours after school like 
young girls have been do- 
ing for centuries. 

Her coach at St. Fran- 
cis, Dawn Gugliaro, spot- 
ted her talent immediate- 
ly: “She has the most 
consistent stride of any 
bowler I’ve ever worked 
with. You can’t teach that 
kind of muscle memory. 
She’s just fantastic.” 

But at St. Francis, Stein 
has been rolling seven to 
10 games a day, some- 
times eight hours of in- 
tense bowling (how in- 
tense? Her fingers swell 
up so badly that she has to 
take the rubber inserts out 
of the ball holes, that’s 
how intense). 

It wasn’t long before 
Stein developed knee 
problems and altered that 
legendary stride. She’s 
been struggling to get 
back to her early-season 



Alexandra Stein, top bow- 
ler at St. Francis College. 


form, but isn’t there yet. 

At a tournament last 
weekend, she averaged just 
183 pins per game (still 
much better than you, but 
still. . .). The new rankings 
haven’t come out yet, but 
Stein will no longer be in 
the top 20 bowlers in the 
nation (unless, of course, 
somebody kneecaps that 
damn Amanda Burgoyne 
from the University of Ne- 
braska, not that I’d ever 
suggest such a thing). 

Gugliaro says Stein will 
be back, now that the pres- 
sure of freshman year is al- 

But I’ve been watching 
bowling long enough to 
know that life is a long 
lane with a 7-10 split at the 
end of it. 

You know what I mean. 
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All Senior Living 
Is Not Created Equal 


At Sunrise Senior Living our vision is 
to champion quality of life for all seniors. 
Our homelike living environments are 
beautiful beyond compare. Cozy commu- 
nity areas, like the Bistro, invite residents 
to share lively chats with friends. . .maybe 
even with Sinatra playing on the juke- 
box. Group outings are scheduled every 
day, but relaxing quietly with a favorite 
novel before a bright, sunny window is 
always an option. 


Since no two seniors are alike, we offer 
a variety of lifestyle options, personalized 
amenities and services. Here residents 
enjoy supportive health care by a 
licensed home care service agency. 

Visit or call Sunrise Senior Living to see 
what unique things we do that make 
each of our communities a place seniors 
can call home. 


For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit 
www.sunriseseniorliving.com 
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Senior Living 
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Sunrise at Mill Basin 

71 8-444-2600 5905 Strickland Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 234 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 

71 8-61 6-1 850 2211 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 235 


wwuisunriseseniorlivingcom 



Please come to the 


Rally for Public Parks: 

Saving Brooklyn 
Bridge Park 


Tuesday, February 27th 7- 9 PM 


St. Francis College, 180 Remsen St. 

(at Court Street) 

A Town Hall- style meeting. 

Brief presentation on the State of Parks. 

Facts about the current Brooklyn Bridge Park plan. 
Solutions for how we can get a great park NOW ! 

Parents encouraged to come - to voice your 
needs for the types of recreation you would 
like to see inside the Park. 

Local and national park experts on-hand to 
answer community questions. 

Sponsored by 
The Sierra Club 
The Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Defense Fund 

Information available at: www.parkdefense.org 

FREE BABY SITTING AND REFRESHMENTS 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Ratner just doesn’t get it 


A FUNNY, AND ALTOGETHER DEPRESSING, 
thing happened the other day: A member of 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards development 
team told the truth. 

And it doesn’t look pretty. 

World-renowned and respected landscape artist 
Laurie Olin was inexplicably candid in a wide-rang- 
ing interview in the New York Observer — and in 
doing so, revealed that a main criticism leveled 
against the developer is actually right on target. 

Olin’s job throughout the Atlantic Yards approval 
process was to present the mega-development’s 
eight acres of open space as a lush green idyll and 
champion it as Brooklyn’s version of the popular- 
though-isolated Battery Park City development (on 
which he also worked). 

But the Observer reminded Olin that Atlantic 
Yards would have the same residential population as 
Battery Park City — yet stand on one-quarter the 
amount of land, making it twice as dense as any 
Census tract in the country. The newspaper also 
pointed out that Ratner’s design calls for two huge 
superblocks and a Stuyvesant Town-style “towers in 


the park” design — the very designs that Jane Ja- 
cobs and most reputable urban planners shun today 
as stifling to lively city life. 

And then Olin told the truth about how little concern 
Bmce Ratner gives to things like urban planning and 
creating real communities: “I think [concern about su- 
perblocks and Stuyvesant Town-like towers] are both 
cliches, and I think we are using 1960s language.” 
Sorry, but that “1960s language” spoken by peo- 
ple like Jacobs became the lingua franca of the ur- 
ban world because it represents the truth about what 
works and what does not work in urban settings. 

If we have learned anything — and Bmce Ratner 
and Laurie Olin apparently have not — it is that the 
Stuvesant Town (and, frankly, Ratner’s Metrotech 
Center) model creates attractive green spaces that 
nobody uses. Like Stuyvesant Town, Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards “open space” won’t be open at all, but 
surrounded by forbidding towers. 

Ratner’s own numbers show that Atlantic Yards 
will create another urban dead zone, not a lively 
community that bridges Fort Greene and Prospect 
Heights. 


When Atlantic Yards is finally completed, it and 
the neighborhoods around it will have .39 acres of 
open space for every 1,000 people. Battery Park 
City has 2.5 acres per 1 ,000 residents and the city 
average is 1 .5 acres per thousand. 

And to get his ratio even to a meager .39 acres, 
Olin needed the state to demap the very city streets 
that people like Jacobs and her heirs have long said are 
vital for creating circulation through public open 

As the Observer pointed out, Olin is a legend in 
his field — and legends can afford to be wrong 
sometimes because their legacies are already set in 
stone. Olin admitted as much: 

“Everything is an experiment,” he told the news- 
paper. 

No, not everything is an experiment. 

As Jane Jacobs and the other 1960s cliche-mak- 
ers showed us, there is a right and a wrong way to 
create neighborhoods. Laurie Olin’s candor has 
again shown us why Bmce Ratner is in the wrong 



LETTERS 


says it’s not a censor of art 


Public 


To the editor, 

The Brooklyn Public Library is not an art 
museum or a private gallery. Our exhibi- 
tions feature art that is accessible to our di- 
verse audience and either documents Brook- 
lyn or is related to books. As a publicly 
funded institution that serves the entire com- 
munity, we do not offer platforms for one- 
sided advocacy on controversial political is- 
sues (“Images the Brooklyn Public Library 
doesn’t want you to see,” Feb. 17) 

Our “Footprints” documentation of a cur- 
rent neighborhood was never intended to be 
the previous advocacy exhibition that was 
displayed in Prospect Heights. The works in 
our exhibition were selected because they 
are compatible with BPL’s documentary 
mission and its artistic standards. The few 
works in the previous show that were not in- 
cluded were either too large, required video 
installation, failed to meet artistic standards 
or were political cartoons. 

Rather than exclude art, we included nine 
pieces that were never displayed in Prospect 
Heights. We also expanded our gallery 
space, which typically features 32 pieces, to 
encompass 54 pieces. 

Instead of reading blogs written by artists 
who exploit the very institution that brings 
their art to BPL’s diverse audience, I encour- 
age your readers to judge our exhibition 
with their own eyes. 

Our “Footprints” exhibition is valuable 
because it documents a neighborhood and 


library 

its residents on the cusp of change. We hope 
that you will agree during your next visit. 

Jay Kaplan, Prospect Heights 
The writer is director of Programs and Exhi- 
bitions for the Brooklyn Public Library. 

Clarke’s game 

To the editor, 

I congratulate Rep. Yvette Clarke for direct- 
ing heat at Bmce Ratner (“Wrath of Con- 
gress,” Feb. 17). It’s about time. Unfortunately, 
it is hard for me to take her spectacular play of 
race-based indignance over the Barclay’s are- 
na naming as a serious attempt to hold Ratner 
accountable for anything of real merit. 

After all, she did not oppose the Atlantic 
Yards project at a time when her opposition 
could have increased the real level of ac- 
countability that Ratner had to the communi- 
ties. On the contrary, Clarke supported Rat- 
ner and the Yards project as a City Council 
member and as a Congressional candidate. 

And now, as the elected member of Con- 
gress, she goes for the emotional headline 
— but does not support the important emi- 
nent domain lawsuit lodged by her con- 
stituents against Ratner. Nor has Clarke yet 
used her voice or vote even symbolically to 
pursue federal legislation preventing future 
eminent domain abuse. 

The other elected official who is so “out- 
raged” over Ratner’s dealings with Barclay’s 
is Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries, who also 


has been silent on the eminent domain abuse 
lawsuit filed by his own constitutents. 

We don’t have to mention the others who 
sold their souls to Ratner a long time ago 
and are now “shocked” by his behavior. 

If Clarke, Jeffries and others had put 


Brooklyn’s interests first when it really count- 
ed, maybe Ratner would never have had the 
nerve to tread on Brooklyn as he continuously 
does. But that takes guts, not politics as usual. 

The real issue is not Barclays — it is Rat- 
ner’s enduring disregard for Brooklyn in the 


name of profit. Maybe this is a wake-up call 
for some of our elected officials. Or maybe 
it’s time for new Brooklyn leadership. 

Chris Owens, Prospect Heights 

The writer competed against Clarke for the 
11th district seat last year. 


11th St fires away 

To the editor, 

Thank you for your article regarding the 
FDNY’s plans for a third fire track to be tem- 
porarily relocated to 11th Street (“FDNY to 
11th Street: Enough already,” Feb. 10). 

Those of us who live on this block are glad 
to see this development is being followed by 
the press. 

Unfortunately, the article somewhat mis- 
represented the story and the issue behind it. 

The event was a regularly scheduled 
meeting hosted by the Park Slope Civic 
Council, and the reason that residents at- 
tended the meeting was not to “protest” the 
plans; rather, it was to hear from the FDNY 
and to let the agency understand our con- 

It should have been noted that this was 
the very first time that anyone in an official 
capacity has communicated any information 
whatsoever about the FDNY’s plans. 

Furthermore, the article implies that the 
safety of firefighters and of the larger com- 
munity is being compromised by “conces- 
sions” made to the residents, without men- 
tioning the fact that residents played no part 
in making these plans. 

It was in the spirit of constructive dia- 
logue that these issues were raised. 

Mark Cordon, Tracy Agerton, Park Slope 
The writers are co-presidents of the 1 1th 
Street Block Association 


Just say no to Wal-Mart. Period. 


To the editor, 

I seriously disagree with your editorial stance and perspective 
on Wal-Mart (“Why say no to Wal-Mart,” editorial, Feb. 17). I 
hope you get a chance to review the PBS documentary on Wal- 
Mart, and take note of the relationship between the Wal-Mart cor- 
poration, foreign nations, and special interests represented within 
the U.S. government. 

Brooklyn’s small business owners are fundamental to the revi- 
tilization of the communites they reside in. Why would we put this 
natural and prosperous avenue for the people of Brooklyn at risk 
by inviting in Wal-Mart? 

Providing a fair and equitable playing field for small businesses 
is essential. While you’re advocating for Wal-Mart, we are over 
here in Park Slope keeping rents down so the grocer of 30 years 
doesn’t go under. There are no formulations. I can think of, that can 
properly balance the economic benefit, if any, of Wal-Mart, with 
burdens on the public, both financially as well as socially. 

Wal-Mart always comes out on top. The losers, both locally 
and nationally, are the American public, our dignity, and ultimate- 
ly our standard of living. 

Worse, the stuff Wal-Mart sells doesn’t last long, and either 


breaks or becomes unusable quickly. I still have kitchen wear 
from my grandmother that works better than any of the stuff you 
can buy at Wal-Mart. 

Wal-Mart in Brooklyn? Fuhgeddaboudit. 

Charles McMellon Jr., Park Slope 

To the editor, 

Why say no to Wal-Mart? Your editorial identifies some of the 
many reasons: environmental degradation, undermining free speech, 
underpaying workers, and not offering health benefits. But your edi- 
torial goes off the rails when you argue that the dollars that Brooklyn 
consumers would throw at Wal-Mart would change the company’s 
bad values. 

Even if we somehow could change Wal-Mart’s record by 
shopping there more, Brooklyn’s bucks are tiny compared to the 
massive Wal-Mart. Our borough is a big place, yet our entire 
yearly economic output is much smaller than Wal-Mart’s annual 
revenue. Wal-Mart would meaningfully change Brooklyn if it 
were here, not the reverse. Pete Sikora, Park Slope 

The writer is co-founder of Wal-Mart No Way, a Brooklyn-based 
anti-Wal-Mart group. 


Live the Loft Life 

HISTORIC LIVING WITH A MODERN TOUCH 


adams 

SQUARE 


Newly Renovated Two and Three 
Bedroom Residences from $495,000 




THESE LOFT-LIKE RESIDENCES FEATURE: 

• High volume ceilings and oversized windows 

• Gourmet kitchens featuring granite countertops, 
KitchenAid and Bosch appliances 

• Classic baths of Carrera marble 

• Solid hardwood floors throughout 

THIS LOFT-LIKE LIFESTYLE INCLUDES: 

• Fully equipped fitness center 

• Private landscaped garden courtyard 

• On-site parking for many homes 

• Bicycle room 


501 ADAMS STREET 
HOBOKEN, NJ 07030 

201.795.0055 

www. AdamsSquare . com 


N R SQUARED RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM 



Sweetheart deal in Bridge ‘Park’ 


To the editor, 

The first residential building in Brooklyn Bridge Park is about to 
get city and state approval on its financial terms and payments into 
the park maintenance fund. This will be the first time in the city or 
state that private housing will be allowed inside of any public park's 
borders. As such, all terms negotiated for this building will create 
precedent for other residential buildings contemplated in the future. 

This developer, Robert A. Levine, has been given the deal of the 
century: 

1 . He’s gotten a change of building zoning from industrial for res- 
idential, saving him millions in permitting and zoning costs. The last 
time someone bought this building back in the early 1980s, the city 
did not allow the land to be rezoned from industrial to residential use 
so it was quickly sold to the Jehovah Witnesses. 

2. Levine got the go-ahead, again outside of community review, 


to add two, extremely lucrative, floors to the top of the building. At 
the increased height, this behemoth will be more than three times the 
height of the tallest building in the area, and five to 10 times higher 
than the majority of the residences in the surrounding community. 

3. Levine will get new roads built for his building, and new sew- 
ers to accommodate the new residences inside the park. This will be 
done without the city getting any tax revenue for these improve- 
ments because the residents’ taxes will go to maintain their front 
lawn (i.e. the park). This would be the same as if homeowners were 
able to hold onto their taxes so that they could use the money to 
green up their yards, yet still demand that the city pay for sanitation, 
police, fire and public school services. 

Robert A. Levine stands to more than double his investment. We 
urge the city and state to say “no” to this deal. 

Judi Francis, Brooklyn Heights 


Fruit flies 

To the editor, 

As a member of the Cobble Hill Commu- 
nity Supported Agriculture, I am moved to 
respond to “Braise Backlash” (Feb. 3), not 
because our thriving CSA or our skilled 
farmer need any defense. 

I write to address the article’s glib misun- 
derstanding of Community Supported Agri- 
culture. CSA members don’t join a “produce 
buying club,” nor are we indulging in some 
fashionable desire “to explore exotic root 
vegetables.” 

But the aspect of the CSA movement that 
the author trivializes with the term “eco- 
minded” is a source for most of us of even 
deeper satisfaction. CSA supports what is 
left of small-scale, local agriculture and 
strengthens sustainable farming practices. 
In nurturing this crucial part of our econo- 
my, we care for community and look opti- 
mistically toward a livable world for our 
children and grandchildren. 

In the process, we do get the “beautiful, 
happy, organic vegetables” Elkins imagined. 
Yet, for many of us, as much gratification 
comes from the knowledge that we are eating 
real food, that we are connected to the seasons 
and the natural rhythms of life. That’s proba- 
bly why most of our members delight in being 
educated on sweet potato diseases and were 
not disappointed when they found a few grabs 
in their com: That was one of the joys we got 
with our produce, free of charge! 

Martha Rowen, Brooklyn Heights 
Editor's note: No offense was intended. But 
CSAs are, in fact, produce-buying clubs. 



To the editor, 


It’s 1 :30 pm on Tuesday, Jan. 3 1 and I’ve 
just gotten off the Staten Island ferry to take 
the Brooklyn-bound R. 

The subway’s closed, streets are blocked 
off, police cars everywhere. Oh God no! It 
can’t be . . . Then I remember Bush is in town. 

All right, I’ll walk up a few blocks to the A 
train. Beautiful day, happy to be alive in New 
York City, I love my job. Perfect time in life 
for a giant Snickers bar. I hand a buck and a 
quarter to the newsstand guy. 

The thing is still frozen. Usually I have no 
patience, but tens of thousands of dollars in 
dental bills for caps, crowns and bridges re- 
mind me vaguely of the Buddhist concept of 
slowly savoring each morsel. 

This is exactly what I’m doing as 40 po- 
lice motorcycles roar by. There he is, pass- 


ing before my eyes on Broad Street. Even 
through the tinted glass I can see the 
smarmy Alfred E. Newmanesque, “What 
me worry?” smirk. 

Instinctively I stick out the middle finger 
of both hands and stand there quietly mov- 
ing my arms up and down. 

Now, some of us spend entire lifetimes 
searching for — and perhaps never finding 
—that perfect moment. Well, all I can tell 
you is the taste of that slowly dissolving 
chocolate, the caramel, nuts and nugat, the 
sun shining down through the canyons, and 
my absolute freedom to express my total 
contempt and disdain toward the leader of 
the free world: God, I love this country. 

Bill Bartlett, Ditmas Park 

Money wasters 

To the editor: 

“Gentile in tax smackdown with Bloomy” 
(Feb. 10) told of how Councilman Vince 
Gentile wants to give homeowners a $400 
tax rebate. It confirms that he is just another 
career politician trying to bribe voters with 


Delivery Opt out 

Every week, we deliver copies of The 
Brooklyn Paper to homes throughout 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Our unique sys- 
tem limits deliveries to just a few pa- 
pers per building (eliminating the kind 
of clutter caused by circular and menu 
delivery services). 

We hope everyone appreciates our 
free home delivery, but realize there are 
exceptions to every rule. 

So, if you've received The Paper at 
home and no longer want this free 
service, you may "opt out" of our deliv- 
ery program by filling out the online 
form at BrooklynPaper.com/html/about/ 
optout.html 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 
11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 
number (only the writer's name and 
neighborhood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and will not 
be returned. The earlier in the week you 
send your letter, the better. 


some crumbs. 

New York City’s municipal debt had 
grown to $55 billion. The per-resident capi- 
tal debt of $6,800 makes the Big Apple 
number one nationally. Each year a greater 
percentage of the city budget goes toward 
debt payments rather than funding current 
badly needed essential services. 

Debt service in 2006 represented 12.3 per- 
cent of the budget. It is anticipated to grow to 
16.6 percent by 2010. Both municipal and 
residential share of the debt have increased 
significantly over the past five years under 
Gentile and his City Council colleagues. 

Why not use a small portion of any budg- 
et surplus to raise the $25,000 starting salary 
for police officers and open all public li- 
braries evenings and weekends? The bulk of 
any surplus should be used to pare down 
this staggering long-term debt. Today’s 
budget surplus can quickly disappear tomor- 
row with a sudden change in the economy 
due to another 9-11 or international act of 
terrorism affecting our oil supply. 

The city is looking for billions more in 
school aid and other assistance from Albany. 
But the state has a $55-billion long-term 
debt. The city is also seeking additional bil- 
lions more from Washington for security 
and other essential programs. But Uncle 
Sam has over $9 trillion in long-term debt. 

Robbing Peter to pay Paul just doesn’t 
add up. Larry Penner, Great Neck 

Art attack 

To the editor, 

I couldn’t help laughing over the article 
(“Realtor censors art show,” Jan. 27) in which 
Nicholas Kalas claims he’s being “censored” 
by a real-estate office because an office co- 
manager took down some of his work, deem- 
ing it inappropriate for a place of business . 

Granted, the co-manager was a bit 
unimaginative, but please, where is it writ- 
ten that artists have the right to show their 
work anywhere they like? 

From what I saw in the photograph ac- 
companying the story, chances are pretty 
good that I’d enjoy Kalas’s work. 

But I’m also reminded of Mencken’s ar- 
gument that, while no adult who wishes to 
write poetry for a living should be discour- 
aged from doing so, only a fool expects and 
demands to make a living at it in a society 
where genuine creativity is rarely rewarded. 

I sincerely hope that Kalas finds many 
new places to exhibit his art. 

I also hope he stops acting like a big 
baby. Ben Cosgrove, Park Slope 
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GO gallery guide 

Forget the Armory show; Brooklyn’s gallery scene gears up 


by Juliana Bunim 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


T hi: 

ha 


r his weekend, art collectors and purveyors from all around the globe are descending on Man- 
I hattan for Armory Weekend. So what better time to visit the most exciting galleries in our 
I own backyard? Let the art world glitterati buzz on the Rive Gauche — we’ve assembled a 
guide to the hot gallery scene right here. So jump in, and get ready to paint the town red. 




ATLANTIC AVENUE 

B uzzing on Atlantic Avenue is what Tracy Causey-Jeffery, gallery direc- 
tor at Ch’i Contemporary Fine Art, calls “the most up and coming of all 
the Brooklyn art scenes.” 

Metaphor Contemporary Art displays large-scale paintings and installations 
on its expansive 18-foot ceiling and mezzanine gallery, which serves as a proj- 
ect room for the exhibition of smaller scale work by emerging artists. 

Just a few doors down, Bruno Marina Gallery will host an opening reception 
on Mar. 3 in honor of artist Alain Giraud. That night, which happens to coincide 
with a total lunar eclipse, will make for a perfect opportunity to absorb Giraud’s 
photographs, which are known for transforming the ordinary into the unfamil- 
iar. Bruno Marina shows international, as well as local, artists in provocative ex- 
hibits including paintings, collages, drawings and photography. 

After you’ve accumulated enough culture, join the arty set at Last Exit 
lounge and gallery for a cheap bucket of beer. Hungry? Bring your fixings 
and use the outdoor barbeque to create your own work of art. 

Nearby is also the cultural Mecca of Brooklyn Academy of Music’s 
BAMcafe, which showcases jazz, R&B, world beat, pop, and experimental 
music every Friday and Saturday night with no cover and no minimum. It’s 
not uncommon to encounter juggling, fire breathing, trip-hop and high-octane dance troops — 
all without breaking your budget. 

1. Metaphor Contemporary Art (382 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and Bond streets in 
Boerum Hill) is open on weekends from noon until 6 pm or by appointment. For information 
call (718) 254-9126 or visit www.metaphorcontemporaryart.com. 

2. Bruno Marina Gallery (372 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and Bond streets in Boerum Hill) is jM 
open from Thursday through Monday from 1 1 am until 7 pm. For information call (718) 254- J 
0808 or visit www.brunomarina.com. 

3. BAMCafe (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene) is open for dinner two hours pri- 
or to performances in the Howard Gilman Opera House. On Friday and Saturday nights when 
there is no production, but there is a BAMcafe performance, the cafe will open at 8 pm with bar 
food only. For information call (718) 623-4139 or visit www.bam.org. 

4. Last Exit Bar (136 Atlantic Ave. between Henry and Clinton streets in Brooklyn Heights) is open 
from noon until 4 am daily. For information call (718) 222-9198 or visit www.lastexitbar.com. 



"Untitled" by Vanessa 
McKnight is part of her 
exhibit of new paint- 
ings, "Cinema," cur- 
rently up at Metaphor 
Contemporary Art on 
Atlantic Avenue. 


DUMBO 



French artist Alexis Peskine's 
show, "Life Still," is up at Artcore- 
NYC in DUMBO through Mar. 3. 


D espite the high cost of a deluxe apartment in the sky, the 
neighborhood down under the Manhattan Bridge overpass is 
still a haven for artists — if only to sell their wares. 

Each month, galleries and studios open from 5:30 until 8:30 pm 
for First Thursday, an opportunity for the casual browser to wander 
the cluster of galleries that dole out cheap red and show their latest 
finds. Duck into 111 Front St., a cavernous complex housing 13 gal- 
leries, to peruse the halls. Make sure to step into ArtCore-NYC to 
check out their “controversial, critical and unique” work. 

Refill your glass and then stop by Flavors of Haiti, where textiles, 
ceramics and woodworking contrast American and Haitian society. 

When you’re ready to hit the streets, walk to Smack Mellon’s gallery 
boasts 35-foot ceilings. Its main architectural feature — a coal trough 
conversation and libation. 

Those looking for post gallery entertainment can 
cozy up with the gallery crowd at the 68 Jay St. Bar, 
where the bar’s music volume is kept down to let the 
artsy dialogue flow. 

1. ArtCore-NYC (1 1 1 Front St., Gallery 216, between 
Washington and Adams streets in DUMBO) is open 
Wednesday from noon until 6 pm, Thursday from noon 
until 8 pm and weekends from noon until 6 pm. For infor- 
mation call (347) 228-3942 or visit www.artcore-nyc.com. 
2 . Flavors of Haiti (111 Front St., Gallery 228, be- 
tween Washington and Adams streets in DUMBO) is 
open Wednesday and Thursday from 1 1 am until 7 pm, Friday and Saturday from 10:30 am 
until 7 pm and Sunday from 1 pm until 6 pm. For information call (203) 673-6055 or visit 
www.flavorsofhaiti.com. 

3. Smack Mellon (92 Plymouth St. at Washington Street in DUMBO) is open Wednesday through 
Sunday from noon until 6 pm. For information call (718) 834-8761 or visit www.smackmellon.org. 
4. 68 Jay St. Bar (68 Jay St. at Water Street in DUMBO) opens daily at 4 pm. For information call 
(718)260-8207. 


WILLIAMSBURG 


Williamsburg’s rousing at 
for “After Hours,” when more than a 
dozen galleries stay open until 11 
pm, providing ample time to get 
your dose of food, drink and culture. 

Start at Ch’i Contemporary Fine Art 
for red wine, hors d’oeuvres and 
what Causey-Jeffery calls “abstract 
textural” and “fragmented figura- 
tive” art. “People never know what 
they’re going to find in Williams- 
burg,” she told GO Brooklyn this 
week. “There’s so much energy.” 

If you’re in the mood for live 
tunes to go with your Merlot, head 
to the Black and White Gallery to 
check out the free jazz and sound- 
scape punk performed by the Kill- 
MeTrio and the Eastern Seaboard. 

Once you’re sufficiently toasty, 
bundle up and explore Black and 
White’s outdoor sculpture garden, 
which includes Michael Dominick’s 
installation “Memory Mountain.” 

Grab another cocktail with the 

locals at Jack the Pelican and soak up Billyburg’s idiosyncratic ai 
hot-tub installation entitled “Swimsuits Recommended.” 

For those needing more action, the gallery is also premiering Brooklyn Double 
Dutch, a performance piece featuring five 
women’s wild jump-rope antics. 

Post-galleiy revelers congregate at rockin’ 
dive and local institution Black Betty to grub 
on North African staples like sambosas and 
falafel. And for those not ready to call it a 
night, Black Betty offers strong cocktails for 
a mere $3.75. 

1. Ch'i Contemporary Fine Art (293 Grand 
St. at Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg) is 
open Monday from 9 am until 4 pm, 
Thursday through Sunday from 1 1:30 am 
until 8 pm and on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day by appointment. For information call 
(718) 218-8939 or visit www.chicontemporary- 

1. Black and White Gallery (483 Driggs 
Ave. at North Ninth Street in Williamsburg) 

is open Friday through Monday from noon 

until 6 pm and by appointment. For infor- 
mation call (718) 599-8775 or visit www.blackandwhiteartgallery.com. 

3. Jack the Pelican (487 Driggs Ave. at North Ninth Street in Williamsburg) is open 
Friday through Monday from noon until 6 pm. For information call (718) 782-0183 
or visit www.jackthepelicanpresents.com. 

4. Black Betty (366 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg) is open 
Monday through Friday from 5 pm until 4 am and on weekends from 7 pm until 4 
am. For information call (718) 599-0243 or visit www.blackbetty.net. 


le with the 



GO Brooklyn's Juliana Bunim taking 
the HyunJu Part show at Ch'i Contempc 
rary Fine Art in Williamsburg. 



Opening ceremonies 

How to go about charming everyone at an art 
gallery, despite being completely without a clue 

There's always free wine. Sometimes work, put your hand to your forehead and ex- 


bowls of hummus, a scattered forest of ra 
vegetables, maybe, but always free wine. 

Gallery openings are a fine place tc 
your pals Carlo Rossi and Charles Shaw for a 


claim, "It reminds me of [dead ; 
here]. So tragic!" Look flustered and move 
slowly toward the bar. 

When you're speaking with the artist, pick 


night of culture, but what happens when you the most obvious aspect of the work and 


find yourself having to discuss, of all things, 
the art? 

GO Brooklyn solicited the advice of a 
Brooklyn art world expert, who asked not to 
be identified, on how to successfully avoid 
revealing what a philistine you truly are. 

Here's how you can artfully dodge: 


compliment his use of that element ("What 
gorgeous red paint! However did you choose 
it?"). If all else fails, grab the most eccentric- 
looking person in the room and say, "I've 
been dying to introduce the two of you!" be- 
fore you quickly make your escape. 

• Finally, if other civilians are trying to make 


When you're speaking with the gallerist, conversation, counter them with a chilly, "So, 


look at him quizzically and ask, "Didn't 
you at Basel, or was it Bushwick?" He woi 
know if you're a regular on a private jet 
the J train, but it won't matter. 

• If pressed for your opinion on an artis 


will you be attending the dinner after this?" If 
they are, perhaps you'll score an invite or at 
least the details, if they're not, you've man- 
aged to make yourself seem quite important. 
Well done. — Adam Rathe 


FITNESS 


Upside down 

Yoga poses can make you dizzy even when 
you’re on the ground. So it’s no small feat that Aer- 
ial Yoga has developed such a following. 

Developed by Park Sloper Michelle Dortignac, this 
workout is performed in a ‘fabric trapeze,” a soft sling 
raised off the ground, and 
combines the traditional 
yoga workout with as- 
pects of acrobatics. It 
uses gravity to work 
muscles in new and chal- 
lenging ways. 

“I’m trying to get 
people to open up and 
take charge of their own 
health,” Dortignac told 
us this week. She says 
her workout can do just 
that by lifting people up 
and out of the traditional 

— into the air to be exact — with her unique combi- 
nation of yoga and acrobatics. 

Trading on experience as a dancer, yoga instruc- 
tor and aerial performer, Dortignac developed the 
workout in 2006, now she has two weekly classes 

— Saturdays are especially popular— and is plan- 
ning on launching similar classes nationwide. 

If you’re on the lookout for a new way to trim and 
tone, aerial yoga might be the way to go. The only 
muscle you’ve got to have already is a strong stomach. 

Aerial Yoga is offered at SLAM (51 N. First St. at 
Kent Avenue in Williamsburg) on Tuesday at 6 pm 
and Saturday at 1 1:30 am. Each class is $15. Reser- 
vations are recommended. For information, call 
(646) 205-3210 or visit www.aerialyoga.com. 

— Laura McDonald 



CINEMA 


Unholy rollers 

Lock your doors! Hide your sons! The Gotham 
Girls are back. 

On Feb. 27, you can 
spend a night with your 
favorite Gotham Girl 
Roller Derby skater (we 
like Beyonslay!) when 
BAMcinematek pres- 
ents “GGRD Goes to 
the Movies: Roller Der- 
by Shorts Program.” 

You’ll see clips from 
classic derby films and 
a preview of the upcom- 
ing GGRD documen- 
tary, “Beatdown in the Boogiedown!” 

Roller derby has come a long way since its inven- 
tion in the 1930s; the sport has always had the power 
to rev up a crowd and inspire the imagination. 

Though no longer the blood sport it once was — 
there are, alas, now rules against trying to knock out 
your opponent’s teeth — you’ve still got to wear 
pads if you try out for the Brooklyn Bombshells. 

As Bonnie Thunders, Gotham Girl of the Month, 
told us, “You will get knocked down.” 

"GGRD Goes to the Movies: Roller Derby 
Shorts Program" will begin at 7 pm on Feb. 27 at 
BAMcinematek (30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene). Tickets are $10. A free af- 
ter-party at Moe's (80 Lafayette Ave. at South 
Portland Ave) will immediately follow. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 636-4100. — Chris Varmus 




Get the boot 


Plenty of shoes have trod the streets of Brooklyn, 
but how many are leaving their print on the bor- 
ough’s artistic community as well? 

Until late February, Dr. Martens, the United 
Kingdom-based shoe company that reached cult sta- 
tus during the 1990s grunge craze, is hosting 
“FREEDM Sidewalk Galleries,” a collection of bill- 
boards across Brooklyn featuring the work of emerg- 
ing artists, including Brooklynite Abel Macias. 

“Brooklyn’s creative community set their own 
their own rules, stand for something and have fun 
while doing it,” Kimberly Barta, Dr. Martens’s 
spokeswoman told GO Brooklyn this week. “The 
heritage of Brooklyn artists’ irreverent self-expres- 
sion is in line with FREEDM, an opportunity to 
showcase work and potentially be discovered.” 

In addition to the billboards, smaller versions of 
each artwork are available for free online. The bill- 
boards will be up until the end of the month when 
they move to San Francisco. Looks like these boots 
were made for walking. 

"FREEDM Sidewalk Galleries" are on view un- 
til Feb. 28. For locations and information visit 
www.freedm2.com. — Giacomo Maniscalco 
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Karaoke Friday Nights 

9 pm to 1 am with Mike Sisco! 



480 62nd St. (off of 5th Avenue) • Open 6 
(718) 492-6698 • www.coralinecafe.com 
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BUON GUSTO 

RISTORANTE ITALIANO 
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Having A Party? 

Private Party Room Accommodates Up To 50 People 
Office Parties, Reunions, Graduations, Showers, Christenings & More! 
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By Rachel Syme 

or The Brooklyn Paper 

I ollie Dash is quitting her day 
job. She is leaving behind her 
desk and Rolodex and compa- 
ny email to get her hands dirty. She is 
freeing up time to turn her Bedford- 
Stuyvesant apartment into a working 
studio where vintage charms and 
chains come together. Mollie Dash is 
becoming a full-time jewelry design- 
er. And she isn’t the only one. 

Brooklyn has always had an artisan 
spirit; ever since the glass blowers 
and metalsmiths of the 1850s, it has 
been a place to find crafts hewn from 
the rough industrial environment and 
the sense of independence that comes 
from the outer boroughs. It is only 
natural, then, that Brooklyn should be 
the home of the new handmade jew- 
elry boom. 

The practice of making and selling 
unique pieces has been growing 
steadily since the influential Rene- 
gade Craft Fair arrived in Williams- 
burg in 2003, making Brooklyn a na- 
tional hub for arts and crafts. The 
combination of artists already in the 
area, the availability of raw materials 
and a growing consumer interest in 
quirky, one-of-a kind pieces created a 
new class of designers and shop own- | 
ers in the borough who trade 
quirky, off-beat work. 

“ft is a movement that is feeding * 
on itself, “ said Rony Vardi , a jewery I 
designer and the owner of the popular 
Willamsburg boutique, Catbird. J 

“Everyone can buy chain and - 
jump rings now. Sti" 
jewelers have their 
styles — everyone you 
see walking down the 
street here is working 
on a fabulous proj- 

Williamsburg, 
where Vardi has set 
up two stores, has a 
long history of local 
artists working out of 
their apartments. Now, 
several women have expand- 
ed beyond home studios into their 
own shops and public workspaces. 

Camille Hempel, who crafts hu- 
morous gold and silver pendants that 
wink at Art Deco and Victorian styles, 
owns her own eponymous shop on 



Wythe Avenue. Shana 
Tabor, whose “In God 
We Trust” line is an edgy mix 
of cast-iron antique charms and deli- 
cate chain, also owns a store in the 

Vardi believes that Williamsburg 
has inspired its own aesthetic. 


“The pieces here have a sense of 
humor without feeling dated,” she 
told GO Brooklyn. “Even though the 
items are often odd, like golden rats 
or iron-cast snakes, they all have a 
very feminine touch to them. It’s hard 
and soft at the same time” 

In Williamsburg, where the Brook- 


All that glitters: Brooklyn design- 
ers like Erin Weckerle (Purldrop 
earrings above), Vera Meat (copper 
Tomahawk Indian necklace at left) 
and Digby & Iona (mounted buck 
ring, inset), are all hoping to strike 
gold in the borough's jewelry rush. 

lyn-Queens Expressway and factories 
shadow a buzzing design community, 
residents have learned to find beauty 
in everyday urban life, and the jewels 
reflect that. Cast razorblades, soda 
tabs, worms and beetles seem to sug- 
gest decay, but they glisten and shine 
in 14 carats. The sense of humor that 
pervades the pieces is the same one 
that makes life in northern Brooklyn 
exciting. 

In Park Slope, a different style of 
jewelry has emerged. Rena Tom — 
one of the pioneer jewelry makers in 
the Brooklyn craft boom — recently 
stopped making her own line in order 
to devote her full attention to her 
store, Rare Device, which supports 
and showcases local designers. 

“I love carrying pieces you could 
not find anywhere else,” Tom said. “I 
carry moms, poets and teachers who 
create pieces on the side.” 

The “mom factor,” as Tom calls it, 
separates her store from those in 
Williamsburg. “Up there they have a 
funkier style. In Park Slope, a lot of 
the mothers want more refined, femi- 
nine pieces. Hoop earrings and small 
gemstones do very well.” 

Though Tom separates her shop 
from those in Williamsburg, there 
does seem to be a common theme for 
many of the pieces. Brooklyn design- 
ers tend to work with organic materi- 
als, reuising and recycling vintage 
pieces to create something new. Dark- 


FASHION 


Camille Hempel Design (317 
Wythe Ave. at South Second Street in 

Friday from 3pm until 8 pm, Saturday 

from 1 pm until 6 pm. For information 
call (718) 387-5076. 

>ird (390 Metropolita 
yer Street in William 


liamsburg) is 


Havemeyer S 

weekends. For information caf! (718) 

In God We Trust (135 Wythe Ave. 
at North 7th Street in Williamsburg) is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 1pm 
until 8 pm, Saturday from noon until 8 

For information call (718) 388-2012 or 


16th Street in Park Slope) is open 
Wednesday through Saturday from 
noon until 7 pm and Sunday from noon 
until 6 pm. For information call (7 
301-6375 or visit 


er colors, like bronze and pewter, are 
more common than flashy gold. And 
animals and nature come into play a 
great deal in the work. 

Judith Hoetker, who runs a line 
called “Analogous,” casts old lockets 
with golden insects inside. Nora Ko- 
gan’s “St. Kilda” line features delicate 
rose gold charms embossed with 
birds. And Laurie Currin’s designs in- 
clude filigree leaves and sea glass. 
The theme that runs between the de- 
signers is the marriage between metal 
and flora, the way that the city in- 
spires and crates change. 

“I am interested in the physicality 
of Brooklyn,” Dash explained. “The 
buildings here are so old that I just 
want to get my hands on earthy, an- 
tique materials.” 
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"Combining Spa & Wellness with Medicine" 



PHYSICIAN-DIRECTED 

MASSAGE THERAPY • FACIAL/SKINCARE SERVICES • LASER HAIR REDUCTION 
LASER FOTO-FACIAL REJUVENATION • ANTI-AGING TREATMENTS 
LIFE-STYLE MODIFICATION PROGRAMS • SPORTS MEDICINE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY • PAIN MANAGEMENT • NUTRITION COUNSELING 
ACUPUNCTURE • AESTHETIC/PREVENTIVE DENTISTRY 


71 Carroll Street Brooklyn, NY 11231 • 718.797.9797 • www.lomawellness.com 



A Question of Balance 


By Darrin Siegfried 

I ’m often asked “What makes a wine 
good?” It’s an excellent question, so let’s 
address it. What does make a wine 
“good”? When I taste wines the first thing I 
look for is balance, so let’s discuss what 
exactly it is that should be in balance. 

White wines have alcohol, acidity and 
fruit and/or sweetness as their main charac- 
teristics, and all three should be there in 
your glass, and in balanced amounts. A wine 
with too much alcohol will feel hot on your 
tongue, as if someone added some vodka to 
the wine. Acidity in wine comes mainly 
from citric, tartaric, and malic acids, all of 
which are natural components of grape 
juice. Lactic acid is found in wine when the 
winemaker allows a second fermentation, 
called malolactic fermentation to change the 
malic acid (from the Latin “malo”, meaning 
apple, and giving wine a green apple note) 
into lactic acid (found in dairy products and 
having a smoother, softer feel in the mouth), 
which lowers the overall Ph of the wine. Too 
much acidity will pucker your mouth, like 
sucking on a lemon. Too little and the wine 
will taste flat and flabby, without tone. Last 
week we talked about dry wines and sweet 
wines, and mentioned fruitiness, which is 
not dependent on sugar. This is the third 
characteristic to look for in white wines: 
fruit and/or sugar. This is where the aromas 
and flavors come in. Not enough, and it’s 
more like drinking water than a glass of 
wine. Too much, and it’s like fruit punch, or 
like an over sweetened soft drink with alco- 
hol added. It’s a bit like the story of Goldi- 
locks, looking for everything not too small, 
not too big, just right: all three of these 
aspects need to be present in quantities suf- 
ficient to balance off the other two, but not 
so much as to dominate the others. The rea- 
son a great sweet wine such as a First 
Growth Sauternes tastes so good is that there 
is plenty of acidity to balance the sweetness. 
Red wines, also, have alcohol as one of their 

important players. Tannins, found in the 
stems, seeds and skins of grapes, are natural 
preservatives. The process of turning animal 
skins into leather is called tanning because it 
uses tannic acid to remove the blood and fats 
from the hide. Tannins, which we feel as hav- 
ing a drying effect on the sides of the tongue, 
are what makes red wine a better match with 
red meat. The presence of tannins is the main 
reason that red wines tend to age better than 
white wines. Acidity also is an important factor 
in the balance of red wines. Too little and the 
wine will lack “nerve” and seem flabby. Too 
much and the wine will be unpleasandy tart. 
Much has been made about the use of oak 


barrels in wine making, and we’ll give that a 
column in the near future, but let’s touch on 

lignins are also present in oak barrels, and 
many of the worlds finest red wines, meant 
for years of cellaring before they are ready to 
be drunk, spend some time in new oak. The 
problem with many wine makers, though, is 
that they think wine drinkers will confuse the 
taste of oak with quality, and sadly many 
have. New barrels cost $600 to $700 each, so 
some wine makers flavor their wines by soak- 
ing oak chips in the wine. When I’m tasting a 
wine and I smell and taste oak, I ask myself if 
the wine spent time maturing in oak because 
it will be aged or simply to add oak flavor. I’: 
not a fan of overly oaked wine. 

I want my wines to also show complexity: I 

show. I want a sense of the unique place where 
these grapes were grown (the French call this a 
sense of “terroir”). I want finish: the taste of the 
wine should linger in the mouth after the wine 
has been swallowed. I want my wine to eid 
make me smile the way a simple country w: 
can, or to make me think, the way a great w: 
demands. If I only want to quench my thi 
I’ll drink beer. I want wine made by a wine 
maker who doesn’t demand attention: win 
meant to be enjoyed with food, and even 
greatest of wines tastes best with a meal. Too 
many wine makers are making unbalanced 
monster wines, wines that taste as if the grapes 
were on steroids. They’re too “big”, too high 
in alcohol. Sadly, these are the wines th 
many “critics” praise with high numbers. 

Too few wine writers and “critics” seem i 
forget about price when they taste. Just 
because they get to taste these wines for free 
doesn’t change the fact that that someon 
will be asked to pay for them when they at 
put on sale! I always think of price when I 
taste, and value is tbe other component that 
must be in balance for me to consider the 
wine “good”. There are plenty of wines 
the market that sell for $24 that taste like 
$12 bottles. It’s the $12 wines that taste like 
$24 that I’m after, and I often manage to 
find. It takes work, and a willingness to for- 
get about going along with the crowd. 
(When you buy a wine that spends millions 
for ads, YOU are paying for those ads.) I 
spend time looking for wines that are bal- 
anced in all of these areas, and I love doing 
it. Maybe it’s my Libra nature or maybe I 
simply love wine and a good value! I always 
love to hear my customers tell me how much 
they enjoy the wines I pick out for Red 
White & Bubbly. They taste so good, they 
went so well with dinner, and they taste f" 

I spent more than I did. 



211 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. Union & President) PARK SLOPE 
Open: Mon-Sat, lOam-lOpm, Sun, 12-8pm 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com • 636-9463 
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Flower children: The Violets, above, will perform at Freddy's in Prospect Heights on Feb. 24 in support of their 
new record and BCAT reality TV series. 

Now in full bloom 

The Violets blossom with a new reality TV show 


By Sarah Brown 

for T he Brooklyn Paper _ _ __ 

I t’s hard to tell if the woman on the 
train is more puzzled by the plush 
monkey swinging from the ceiling, 
the hula-hoops or the four-piece rock 
band riffing on unplugged electric gui- 
tars. She doesn’t know it, but she’s 
just had an encounter with the Violets. 

The Violets, an ’80s-style rock band 
hailing from Flatbush, seem to pop up 
everywhere, playing impromptu 
shows in a variety of uncanny places, 
including the subway. The band will 
do anything to gamer attention. And 
they’re not alone. 

“The Violet Hour: Chronicles of the 
Violets,” a monthly reality show star- 
ring the band and hosted by a monkey 
puppet, has started running on Brook- 
lyn Community Access Television. 
The show, whose second episode will 
air on Feb. 25 , is part of the band’s lat- 
est effort to establish itself as a staple 
of the local music scene. 

That’s what BCAT is for, said the 
network’s executive producer, Greg 
Sutton. 

“You can do or say almost anything 
on air as long as it’s not illegal,” he 
said. “It’s true democracy in action.” 
The Violets use their 28 minutes to 
spread the news about their band. The 
first episode, which aired on Jan. 26, 
featured a small crowd of fans shout- 
ing, “We love the Violets!” from a 
sidewalk outside of a concert. One fan 
paused and admitted to not knowing 
who the band was. Not yet, at least. 

In live shows, the Violets comple- 


ment a high-energy sound with a visu- 
al display that often includes hula- 
hoops and projected video. The mem- 
bers have taken stage names for colors 
that match their personalities, and they 
dress accordingly. Frontman J. Alex- 
ander Nixon, who goes by Mr. Ma- 
genta, often wears knee-high boots 
and a skirt of that particular shade. 

“We’re freaky customers,” said 
Nika Povkrovskaia, the keyboard 
player who goes by Lady Purple on 



stage. Sitting on steps to a balcony in 
the back of the Vox Pop coffeehouse 
on Cortelyou Road, where they are 
regular performers, Povkrovskaia, 33, 
wore her hair purple and swept to one 
side and sported a long fur-lined 
brown coat falling over her knees. 

“We just love dressing up,” she 
said. 

The band’s name is homage to T.S. 
Eliot’s “The Waste Land,” which men- 
tions “the violet hour,” an allusion to 
those rare moments of clarity and 
artistic catharsis. Paying due tribute to 
their greatest influence, the song “the 
Violet Hour,” which Nixon wrote, 
opens in live shows with an audio 
recording of Eliot reading the passage. 

The child of a lawyer and a profes- 
sor who met at a summer job as tra- 


peze artists, Nixon grew up in Florida, 
and attended Stanford University, 
where he played classical and flamen- 
co guitar, though he switched to elec- 
tric after graduation. 

Nixon moved to Brooklyn in late 
2000, but left when his savings ran out 
a few months later. Back in Tampa, he 
put together an early version of the 
band that came to New York to play 
live shows, but never reached full 
bloom. Nixon retooled the band with 
new members — six musicians came 
and went before the band’s current in- 
carnation. 

Nixon said he specifically chose the 
band members of both genders to ex- 
plore issues of male-female energy. 
Trim and standing about 5-foot-3, with 
blond highlighted hair and clear blue 
eyes, he said he thinks men are often 
trapped by an obligation to be macho 
(which explains Nixon’s on-stage 

“For me, it’s just a question of not 
having those really narrow distinc- 
tions,” he said. “It’s about making new 

Tableaux lining the walls of 
Nixon’s Flatbush apartment are evi- 
dence of him doing just that. Using 
New York City subway maps sliced 
into tiny pieces, he has rearranged the 
land and water to form four large col- 
lages, strangely familiar maps of in- 
vented territory. It takes him one or 
two years to finish a canvas, he said. 
He likes the slowness of the process 
and “the thrill of being able to arrange 
the whole world into something else,” 
he said. 


Other BCAT 
reality shows 

The Violets' BCAT reality show 
prompted us to imagine other 
shows that could be a hit on our 
local public access channel. 

Marty’s Run 

Monday, 8:30-9 
Follow all the excitement as 
recovering heart patient Bor- 
ough President Markowitz runs 
for mayor and tries to walk — 
and shake hands on — every 
street in Brooklyn. Can he get 
past Junior's without grabbing a 
slice of cheesecake? Every 
episode features a "bad choles- 
terol" update from Markowitz's 
heart doctor at Maimonides 
Medical Center. 

Chard of Discord 

Friday, 5-5:30 pm 
Eight contestants compete for 
membership in the Park Slope 
Food Co-op. Weekly challenges 
include being able to pick out 
organic, shade-grown, cruelty- 
free mangoes from their mass- 
produced counterparts; racing 
through the streets of Park Slope 
to return shopping carts; and 
getting out of having to do two 
make-ups when they blow off a 
shift. 

Family Feud — 

Mob War Edition 

Sunday, 9-10 pm 

Two of Brooklyn's crime fami- 
lies battle it out for control of a 
different local business. Next 
week, an old-line South Brooklyn 
mob family battles newcomers 
from Brighton Beach to win a key 
trade waste contract. Weekly 
challenges include fencing stolen 
goods, laundering ill-gotten cash 
and having items "fall of a truck" 
without being damaged. 

Last Tenant Standing 

Tuesday, 7-7:30 pm 
The remaining two-dozen resi- 
dents of soon-to-be-condemned 
properties within the footprint of 
Bruce Ratner's Atlantic Yards proj- 
ect compete to be left alone. 
Weekly challenges include com- 
ing up with anti-Ratner slogans 
("Got blight?" just isn't working), 
researching Barclays' slave-linked 
past and booking former congres- 
sional candidate Chris Owens to 
play the recorder at daily rallies. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 


Nearby hang several of Nixon’s 
paintings with political messages, of- 
ten incorporating maps into the de- 
sign. He keeps hula-hoops behind a 
mirror next to the door — he teaches a 
hooping class Monday nights near 
New York University, where he is 
working on a master’s degree in per- 
formance studies and Latin American 
studies. 

“The idea is [to be] like the B-52s,” 
Nixon said, describing the band’s per- 
formances. “[Having a] big party on 


In memoriam 

Bklyn Philharmonic founder dies 



By Rob M. Errera 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

M aestro Siegfried Landau, found- 
ing music director of the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic, and his 
wife, Irene Gabriel, died in a fire in 
their upstate home on Feb. 21 . 

Both he and his wife were in their 
90s, though Landau’s exact age cannot 
be determined. 

For the first 17 years of the Brook- 
lyn Philharmonic’s existence, Landau, 


a native of Berlin, served as music di- 
rector, leading the orchestra’s first con- 
cert in 1955. 

Landau’s leadership virtually creat- 
ed the Brooklyn Philharmonic as the 
cultural institution it is today. Thanks 
to his dedication, the orchestra has tak- 
en on many new composers and be- 
come one of Brooklyn’s most promi- 
nent performing arts organizations. 

“It was a very important thing. He 
would always want to do one or two or 
three different things,” said Maurice 


Edwards, former philharmonic chief 
executive. “Back in the ’50s, very few 
symphonies did. That was something 
that made the Brooklyn Philharmonic 
important.” 

Landau was trained at the Stem and 
Klindworth-Scharwenka conservato- 
ries, the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama and the Trinity College of Mu- 
sic in London. 

Landau taught at the New York Col- 
lege of Music as well as at Shearith Is- 
rael Synagogue in Manhattan. He 
taught cantorial lore at the Jewish The- 
ological Seminar and for many years 
led the 92nd Street Y chorus. 

Landau retired to his home in up- 
state Franklin County after suffering 
several heart attacks. 

The Brooklyn Philharmonic will 
dedicate “Bridge to the Beyond,” at its 
Mar. 10 performance, to Landau and 
Gabriel. 


REEVES... 

Continued from page 1 
That gift seems to have paid off. 
Thomas’s first string quartet pre- 
miered at Steinway Hall in Manhattan 
in 2004, and was also performed the 
following year on National Public Ra- 
dio’s “From The Top” program. 

In 2005 , Thomas was awarded an 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers (ASCAP) Mor- 
ton Gould Young Composer Award, 
available to any composer under 30, 
for his “Sakura Variations,” and he re- 
ceived the prize for a second time in 
2006 for his violin and piano duet, 
which debuted at the Austrian Cultur- 
al Forum. 

The work of Thomas Reeves came 
to the attention of Wanda Fleck, direc- 
tor of the Brooklyn Friends of Cham- 
ber Music, in 2006 when she heard his 
piano and violin duet, the piece that 
won him the second ASCAP prize. 

“His music is so interesting and so 
appealing,” she said. “I felt that it de- 
served to be played by really good 
musicians and it deserved to be pre- 
sented to our audience.” 

Thomas told GO Brooklyn that he’s 
thrilled that the BFCM chose his 
three-year-old piece to be performed 


by the Biava Quartet. 

“I actually think it’s a good work,” 
he said. “But if I wrote it now, I would 
probably change it.” 

“It’s going to a curious thing,” 
added his father, “because three years 


is half of his composing career. He 
still likes the piece, although he has 
moved on a lot since then in terms of 
using more modem tonality.” 

Mary Persin, violist for the Biava 
Quartet, said the group felt “it was in- 



High strung: The Biava String Quartet, from left: Austin Hartman, Hyunsu 
Ko, Jason Calloway and Mary Persin, will perform on Feb. 25 at the 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church in Fort Greene. 


MUSIC 


The Biava Quartet with Gilad 
Harel will perform at 3 pm on Feb. 25 
at the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene). Tickets are 
$15 at the door, $10 in advance and 
$5 for students. For information call 
(718) 855-3053. 


credibly important. . .to bring to life” 
Thomas’s music. 

“It was surprising and exciting to 
find out that one of the composers 
whose work we will be performing 
was so young,” she added. 

Outside of composition, Thomas’s 
interests include mathematics. In 
2006, he was the top-scoring student 
in his grade in the New York State 
Mathematics League competition. 

Although he has years before he has 
to pick a career, Thomas is certain that 
he’ll stick with music. 

Indeed, he has been commissioned 
by the Chesapeake Youth Symphony 
orchestra to compose a piano concerto 
that he will perform for them in 

“I like creating a new work,” he 
said. “It’s a challenge, but I enjoy it. 
When I grow up, I might have this as 
a career, but if I don’t, I’ll definitely 
do it in my spare time.” 
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pi PARENT 

Smartmom suffers a 
fly-on-the-wall attack 


S ATURDAY NIGHT, TEEN 
Sprat’s band, Cool and Un- 
usual Punishment, played 
Club Loco, a monthly event for 
teens organized by teens at the 
Old First Dutch Reformed 
Church in Park Slope. 

Smartmom found out the 
hard way that they are oh-so-se- 
rious at Club Loco 
about not letting 
adults, especially par- 
ents, into the well-su- 
pervised event at the 
church, which is locat- 
ed on Seventh Avenue 

at Carroll Street. 

To oversee the 
event, the church has a bouncer, 
a 30-something technical direc- 
tor, and a cadre of 20-some- 
thing chaperones. 

But to attend, you must be in 
high school — and prove it by 
showing a high-school ID. 

While the Club Loco show 
got underway, Smartmom, 
OSFO, and Hepcat ate dinner 
without Teen Spirit. Afterwards, 
Smartmom put on her pajamas 
and watched the family’s new 
high-def, flat-screen television 
in their cozy living room. 

But then, without warning, it 
came over her: Shakes. Sweats. 
Uncontrollable curiosity. The 
urge to leave the house on a 
freezing cold night. 

Next thing she knew, Smart- 
mom was stripping out of her 
pajamas and putting on her 
jeans. It was like someone else 
was in control of her body. At 


first, Smartmom didn’t know 
what was happening or why. 

But then she figured it out. 
She was having an attack of Fly- 
On-The-Wall Syndrome and was 
desperate to see what Teen 
Spirit was doing. 

Old First Church. Must. Go. 
To. Old First Church, said a 
voice inside her head. 



SMART 

mom 


By Louise Crawford 


So at 9 pm, Smartmom told 
OSFO and Hepcat that she was 
going to take a stroll down Sev- 
enth Avenue. 

“What are you, nuts?” Hep- 

“I’ll pick up the Sunday 
Times,” she spit out. 

A S HEPCAT WENT back 
to his computer, Smart- 
mom donned a big red 
hat, a scarf, an oversized down 
coat and big, unfashionable 
winter boots. Nobody would 
ever recognize her. 

When Smartmom got to the 
church, the bouncer asked for 
her high-school ID. She almost 
hugged the guy. Then he real- 
ized his mistake. 

Smartmom was, like, so 

“No adults allowed,” said the 
young woman who was selling 


MIX IT UP! 



At KIDS COOK!, our ten-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills 
and techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 

Afterschool classes 
Private Parties 
Fun & learning for ages 5-13 

Classes meet at 170 Hicks St. 
in Brooklyn Heights 
register, call Jane at (718) 797-0029 
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com 


cook! 


Smartmom knew the rules. 
But she tried to talk her way 
into the show nevertheless. 
Nervously, though, because she 
was afraid that Teen Spirit 
might see her. 

“My son is one of the teen 
organizers of Club Loco. I just 
wanted to see his band play. . .” 
Smartmom was careful not 
to mention her son’s name. The 
young woman had pity on 
Smartmom and told her that she 
could stand for a few minutes 
near where they were checking 


S MARTMOM SAT ON A 
cold folding chair as Du- 
laney Banks, a local 
blues duo with a singer who 
sounds like Big Mama Thorn- 
ton, finished its set. A woman, 
who Smartmom could tell was 
well over 20, checked coats. 

“I’m a member of the con- 
gregation,” the woman said. 
“And the only reason they let 
me help is that I don’t have 
children. They really don’t want 
parents in here.” 

Smartmom felt the need to 
explain herself. 

“I haven’t heard my son’s 
band in quite a while,” she said. 
That was mostly the truth. But 
the real truth was far weirder 
than that. 

Fly-On-The-Wall syndrome 
afflicts parents who are having 
a tough time accepting that their 
children are growing up. Teen 
Spirit is 15 and doing all kinds 
of things that have nothing to 
do with Smartmom. 

In other words, he’s got his 
own life now. 

It’s a strange feeling. Seems 
like yesterday, he was a tiny 
baby at Lenox Hill Hospital, 
and needed Smartmom to do 
everything for him. 

For years and years, they 
were joined at the hip. Except 
when he was at school. After 
school, she would sit and wait 
as he went to baseball and soc- 
cer practice, took clarinet and 
bass lessons, attended a musical 
theater workshop. 

She accompanied him to 
playdates, movies, museums, 


and doctor’s appointments, 
even video arcades. 

But everything’s different 
now. He has friends whose par- 
ents Smartmom doesn’t even 
know. He takes the subway by 
himself. He visits friends on the 
Upper West Side. He goes to 
shows at the Knitting Factory. 

He even goes out to eat at 
Oshima Sushi. All. By. Him- 
self. And it kills Smartmom that 
she’s not as big a part of his life 
anymore. 

Sure, she sees him at home. 
They talk. She watches as he 
does homework, as he IMs his 
friends, as he eats dinner. 

They watch “Scrubs” re-runs 
together. 

They chat first thing in the 
morning as he eats breakfast 
and gets ready for high school. 

Don’t get her wrong: she’s 
proud that he’s an independent, 
self-sufficient, interesting per- 
son with an interesting life. 

But she’s got Fly-On-The- 
Wall syndrome. And there’s not 
much she can do. No cure has 
been discovered yet (except, 
perhaps, time). 

S O THAT EXPLAINS 
why she was sitting in 
the dark sanctuary of Old 
First Church listening to her 
son’s band through a wall, re- 
lieving an uncontrollable urge 
to be within spitting distance of 
her offspring. 

But you know what hap- 
pened to that cat. 

Smartmom knew to keep her 
visit short. Beside, it was freez- 
ing cold in there. 

Teens were pouring into 
Club Loco as Smartmom left 
the church incognito. She’s sure 
that the rest of the show with 
Dulaney Banks, Cool and Un- 
usual, and The Floor is Lava! 
was great. 

But she wouldn’t know. She 
was back on Seventh Avenue be- 
fore you could say “Fly-On-The- 
Wall syndrome” picking up a 
Sunday Times at the Starbucks. 
Nobody will ever know. 
Louise Crawford also publish- 
es the Web site "Only the Blog 
knows Brooklyn. " 


CAMPS... 


FAMILY CLASSIFIEDS 


Entertainment H Photography 


Rico the Clown 

Masician & Comical Nerd 

Birthday parties and special 
occasions — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Magic, Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 
Games, M.C., Comic Roastings. 
"University Professor of Speech & Communications" 
71 8-434-9697 
917-318-9092 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


UBMBqsiu- 






(53E3 


1 718.369.0244 nikibistudio.com | 

A07/« 

Tutors 


SAT Test Prep/Tutoring 

Princeton Grad, 10+ yrs exp. 
teaching SAT/Writing. Tutoring 


Continued from page 12 
karate, singing, different trip each 
week in and around NYC. Spe- 
cialty programs in sports (6 
weeks) and theater (two week in- 
crements, led by professionals). 

Poly Prep 
Summer 2007 

9216 Seventh Ave., Bay Ridge 
718-836-9800, ext. 322 
www.polyprep.org 
Director: Michael Junsch 
Bus available (extra fee) 
Summer Experience 
Day Camp 
July 2 - August 10, 2007 
Ages: Pre-K through Grade 10 
Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Arts, dance, sports, 
swimming, and special events on 
our 25-acre grounds 
Performing Arts Camp 
July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 4-9 

Full day: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Activities: Professional faculty 
guide young actors, dancers, 
singers, and musicians. Culminates 
in a musical theater production. 

Summer Academic 


neets Sat. 12:45 tc 
m (718) 501-5111. 


July 2 - August 3, 2007 
Ages: For students entering 
Grades 3-12 

Daily 60- or 90-minute sessions 
Activities: Enrichment and re- 
medial courses. Can be com- 



Jtll 008 Sdiool, 


Inc. 


A fully licensed and certified preschool 

□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment Q Spacious Classrooms 


□ 2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 


□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


□ Enriched Curriculum 
ip Caring, loving environment 


Call: 230-5255 • 763 President Street [bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) 


bined with Day Camp at a re- 
duced price. 

Sports Camps 

Several one week sessions 
Ages: 6-16 

Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Each week focuses 
on a different sport (soccer, 
squash, basketball, and baseball) 

Computer Camp 

Ages: 5-12 

Full day: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Activities: Digital imaging and 
photography software, explo- 
ration of new technology, and 
create your own website. 

Berkeley Carroll 

Creative Arts Program 

181 Lincoln Place, Park Slope 
(718) 789-6060 x 6540 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
mclary@berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Marlene Clary 
Ages: 8 to 14 
July 2 to August 2 
Full day: 9 am-4pm 
Extended hours: 8 am-6pm 
Activities: music, dance, theatre 
arts, ceramics, media and graph- 
ic arts, all in air conditioned 
classrooms, daily noontime per- 
formances, plus performances 
and exhibitions at the end of 
camp. Swimming also offered. 

Children’s Day Camp 

701 ,712 Carroll Street, Park Slope 
(718) 789-6060 x 6620 
www.berkeleycarroll.org 
Director: Judy Valdez 
Jvaldez@berkeleycarroll.org 
PreK through 3rd Grade 
June 25 - July 26 
Full Day (half day also available 
for younger campers) 

Many camp options: classic day 
camp, circus camp, puppetry, 
hands-on science, theater, athletics, 
and much more. One-week mini 
camps. Swimming also offered. 

Huggs Day 
School 

Summer Prog. 

763 President St, Park Slope 

(718) 230-5255 

Directors: Randie Bader and 

Gary Siegel 

Ages: 23-5 years 

June 20 - July 1 

Full day (9 am - 4 pm) 

Half days (9 am - noon or 1 pm 
-4 pm) 

Activities: private backyard with 
water play equipment, trips, art, 
music, indoor gym. 


CHECKIN' IN WITH ... 


Cat lady Nina Malkin 

They're the furry underbelly of the pampered pet kingdom, the lanky neigh- 
bors who hide behind tin garbage cans when we walk by, stealing hungry 
glances at our overfed faces. They're stray cats, or feral cats, if you want to get 
technical. And they have a friend in Sunset Park journalist Nina Malkin, whose 
recent memoir, "An Unlikely Cat Lady: Feral Adventures in the Backyard Jun- 
gle," was published last year. Malkin became an official "unlikely" cat lady a 
couple of years ago, when she met the kitties in her backyard. Soon, she was 
seduced by their fiendishly cute ways. Malkin even began to do "TNR" — cat- 
lady-speak for the ASPCA-sponsored practice of trapping, neutering, and re- 
leasing stray cats to cut down on overpopulation. (And continuing to feed 
them their twice-daily portion of kibble, of course.) Reporter Dana Rubinstein, 
a closeted cat lady herself, checked in with Malkin this week to find out what 
exactly drives her to take so many underfed kitties under her ... er ... paw. 



Q: Why did you write this book? 

A: I wanted to make people aware of 
the homeless cat population crisis, why 
it happens, and how TNR can help stop 
it. 

Q: Your book was written in a de- 
cidedly tongue-in-cheek tone. 
Would you agree that it's impossi- 
ble to be an earnest cat lady? 

A: I don’t think it’s impossible. I’ve met 
some earnest cat ladies. We all know 
what the image of us is. But most of us 
don’t conform to it. We have lives, rela- 
tionships, husbands, children, jobs, 
friends. But one way or another, we 
started caring for the animals that no 
one else will care for. 

Q: Are you using this book to 
urge closeted cat ladies to get 
over their inhibitions and be true 
to their cat-lady selves? 

A: It’s a memoir. It’s not a “how-to” 
book. It’s one hapless couple’s story 
about what happens when you get down 


on one knee and go, “Here, kitty, kitty.” 
. . . It’s not a call to arms for people who 
live in an apartment with 37 cats. But 
yes, if you see a homeless cat on your 
street and you want to do something 
about it, you should. Especially if you 
live in New York, because there are re- 
sources here that can help you. 

Q: Why are there so few cat 
men? 

A: It’s interesting that you ask that. I am 
working on a novel now about a cat 

Q: But have you ever met a cat 

A: I’ve converted a few men into cat 
men. But I don’t really know why 
[there are seemingly fewer cat men]. 
Perhaps it’s that cats are somewhat fe- 
male. They’re pretty. They can be a lit- 
tle fussy. But I think it’s just a stereo- 
type that cats and little old spinster 
ladies go together. Men have cats. 

Q: What do you think of the prac- 


tice of having indoor-outdoor 
cats? 

A: We visited my husband’s family in 
mral South Carolina recently. The 
neighbor had gotten a cat, and it had 
taken a fancy to a little boy in my hus- 
band’s family and was always over 
there. A couple of weeks ago, we heard 
that Little Mike got hit by a car. 

Q: So you oppose the practice of 
having indoor-outdoor cats? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you ever worry that by 
neutering and spaying feral cats, 
you're infringing on their sexual 
freedom? 

A: No, because they don’t really have 
great lives. And if you’re ever seen a 
small, starving, flea-bitten animal with 
leukemia or AIDS or an upper respira- 
tory infection digging through a 
garbage can, it doesn’t make you think, 
“Oh, well it’s nature.” 


PREP WORK.. 


Continued from page 1 

It’s not the first time that 
guys in hardhats have been dig- 
ging around the site. Last year, 
Ratner subcontractors tore 
down six buildings that the de- 
veloper said were in imminent 
danger of collapse. 

Opponents sued, but the 
buildings were gone by the time 
the ruling came down (in Rat- 

Opponents of Atlantic Yards 
called the demolition work pre- 
mature in light of two pending 
lawsuits against the project, and 
the fact that Ratner does not yet 
have title over the land where his 
state-approved project will rise. 

Ratner is paying the Metro- 
politan Transportation Authori- 
ty $100 million to build over its 


rail yard — air rights that had 
been appraised at $250 million. 

A source told the New York 
Post that the agency had given 
Ratner approval to start work, 
even though he doesn’t techni- 
cally own the land. 

Ratner also said his team 
would demolish a former auto- 
repair shop at 179 Flatbush 
Ave. this week, though it was 
still standing as we went to 
press on Wednesday night. 

Ann Russo, owner of Russo 
Wrecking, said she expected Rat- 
ner to press ahead at full steam. 

“We’ve bid on other demoli- 
tion work within the project and 
we’ve been told to expect an 
answer very soon, like in the 
next few days,” she said. 

“They’re moving quickly.” 



Construction workers at the Atlantic Yards site work on the 
former bus depot at Carlton and Vanderbilt avenues. 


COMMUNITY & CITYWIDE 
EDUCATION COUNCILS 

Your Schools Your Children Your Voice 


k 


BE HEARD-Here's How 

It’s a fact. If you read to your children, supervise 
their homework, and meet with their teachers, 
they will do better in school. Every public 
school has a parent association or parent- 
teacher association and a Parent Coordinator 
to help parents help their kids. But there are 
other important ways that New York City public 
school parents can get involved at schools- 
and in their broader school communities— to 
help our City’s students. 

This year, you can make a difference by 
nominating yourself to serve on a Community 
or Citywide Education Council. Don’t miss 
this chance to help shape our children’s 
education. 



For more information on how you can 
get involved or can apply to serve on a 
Community or Citywide Education Council: 

• Call 311 

• Call the Councils Hotline 
(800) 850-6443 

• Log on to http://schools.nyc.gov/councils 

• Contact the Parent Coordinator at your 
child's school 

Applications are due by 

March 9 th 
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ATTORNEYS 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 
FREE 
OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 
OFFICE 

located at 

111 Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

( 718 ) 210-4738 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G,Giay,P,C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


i CLIP andSAVE 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects E3M 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs /' |'~\ \ 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents / ~ $\v. 

• Construction Accidents o^g) j 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


FOCUS: We Can Help! 



OS: FOR OUR CHILDREN AND US 

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm : Brooklyn 

(718) 596-1017 


PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELL1, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GSGennarelli@Salsack.com 



SELL 

ADVERTISING 
NEAR HOME 

By phone — 25 to 40 hours per week. Sell home 
improvement ads, real estate ads and more! 

Out in the field — full-time — see local retail and 
restaurant owners, and help them build their bus- 
insses. 

Salary, commission, bonus, benefits. 

The Brooklyn Paper 


NURSE 

seeking an RN for the 3 pm - 
date must possess a NY RNs 

"end^e^uired.^his^po^tton 
reports direrfy to the Director 


DELI COUNTER 
PERSON 


1alff71 8^ 68CP8484 WQ? 




c: (718) 622-3995 


f/t 


(718) 282-1234 w08 


LSflT Private 


Strong credentials required. 
Contact (917) 757-9020 


LEGAL NOTICES 


id at CIVIL COURT, Kl 



of Abraham Barakat Nageeb. My present name is Abraham Barakat Najuib a Au 
B. Najuib a/k/a Abraham Najuib. My present address is 354 91st Street, Br 


My date of birth is October 27, 1 983. B P08 


be examined at the Office of the Clerk, located at CML COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 

a/k/a Angela Epthimiatos Pereira. My present address is 767 60th Street, Brooklyn, NY 
1 1220. . My place of birth is Miami, Florida. My date of birth is January 26, 1 979. B P08 


To Advertise in 
The Brooklyn Paper 
Classifieds Section just call 

(718) 834-9350 x109 


REAL ESTATE 


COMMERCIAL LOFTS 


r 


introducing a fresh 
concept in owning your 
business space 


68 Lofts including 9,900 sf re 




;nue Director of Strategic Exclusive Marketing 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1 222 Development and Sales Agent 

718 689 4444 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Brownstone Brooklyn 


We Know Brooklyn Best 



80 Livingston St (near Court Si 

(718) 858-6100 



CADNETADS 


ing to any of these ads. Under NO ci 


tance rates may apply. 



!£w#sr FT/FT 

material. Fme 24-hr P informaSo„ 1-8SM2&820 












equipment to buyiFreedigitel recorder 
^bl. DTO player. 1 9 -800-536-0375 



Florida Agents 


florida real estate? 

www.nvfraninflorida.com 

Fran Rizzuto, Realtor 

Prudential Florida WCI Realty 
Wellington/West Palm Beach 

(561) 307-0471 
email: nyfraninflorida@aol.com 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


XS J U Ll . JUI 

■ — Apartments & Rooms Direct from Owners! 

BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

Studios; 1-2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1-877-F0R-RENT 


CO-OPS 
& CONDOS 



HOUSES 


Blue Haven, Ct. 



HOUSES 


Emerson Hill 

Douglas Rd. Area. Elegant 10 rm 
brk. C/H col in pvt, picturesque 
area just mins frm VZ Bridge. 2 
story entry, xquisite frml rms. 
Gourmet kit. MBR suite + 3 add'l 
brs. C/A, Grt rm w WBFPL & 
views of gorgeous gdn. 26.00SF 

le a V r el ' Jxt ndS kn aP ' Winter watervPew 
$1,975,000. Brier. (718) 981-0255. 


Snug Harbor 


Full bsmnt. Mins to trans & ferry. 



INSURANCE 



MERCHANDISE 
AND SERVICES 




TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized * Center A9/13/17/i 


Accountants || Computers 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• advisory services 

• co-op and condo management 



Free 


VOICE • DATA • FIBER 
VIDEO • AUDIO 

INSTALLATIONS 

212 619-3132 


COMPUTER SOLUTIONS 

Firewall Protection - Network Installation 
(wired and wireless), Virus and Spyware 
Removal - System and Hardware Upgrades, 
Repair and General Maintenance, On-site 
Service - Se habla espanol. Free estimate. 

(917) 415-6807 




718-638-5770 




Need some 
legal advice? 


Check the ATTORNEYS ADS in 

the Business Services section in 



SUBURBAN PRESS adnet 
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MOVING YOUR WA Y 

Moving CO T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718 - 788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 
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She don’t dig it 



Mayor Bloomberg's deci- 
sion to forgive parking 
tickets during last week's 
weird ice storm came too 
late to assuage Bay Ridge 
waitress Fatma Aly (left), 
who tried to dig out her 
car, but ended up having 
to fork over $60 to a guy 
with a tow-truck. Aly, who 
works at Anopoli Ice 
Cream Parlor at 6920 
Third Ave., said she dug 
out the car to avoid a fine 
only to find out the next 
day that Hizzoner had 
waived the summonses. 
"I'm basically going to 
work for free today," she 
said after paying off the 
tow-truck guy (below). 



Freak to city: Good job 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city’s rejection of a 
plan to build new residential 
towers along Coney Island’s 
fabled Boardwalk has the 
neighborhood’s biggest freak, 
Dick Zigun, cheering. 

The Bloomberg administra- 
tion’s commitment to rides, fun- 
nel cake and the “Shoot the 
Freak” booth rather than a devel- 
oper’s plans for a Vegas-style 
residential-amusement area came 
last week at a breakfast spon- 
sored by Crain’s New York. 

“Amusements are incompat- 



City not ready to roll in Coney 



FuilKi 


ible with immediate adjacent 
residential use,” said City Plan- 
ning Commissioner Amanda 


Burden — the first time the city 
publicly said what it had hinted 
at before, namely that develop- 
er Joe Sitt $2-bilhon plan won’t 
fly. (See The Paper’s coverage 
at left). 

Sitt needs Burden to rezone 
part of Coney Island’s amuse- 
ment zone for luxury condos, 
which he has said are “neces- 
sary” to help underwrite the 
fantastical complex of rides, 
games and shops he plans to 
build on the Astroland site, and 
adjoining property, that he 
bought last year. 

“I am so pleased that the city 
understands the conflict be- 


tween people who want to par- 
ty on the Boardwalk and people 
who want to raise families,” 
said Zigun, founder of the 
Coney Island Circus Sideshow. 

“In Coney Island, we want 
affluent people who want to get 
drunk and have fun until 4 am. 
We want partying, not [condo 
owners] who will be bothered 
by the party.” 

Sitt declined to comment on 
Burden’s blow to his plan. 

A spokesman said that Sitt’s 
Coney plan will create a liv- 
able, year-round community at- 
tractive to fun-seekers, as well 
as regular old New Yorkers. 


‘Gateway’ sculptor is named 


The Brooklyn Paper 


Brooklyn’s gateway will be adorned with a 
permanent sculpture by world-class artist Bri- 
an Tolle, city officials told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per this week. 

Tolle, a professor at Parsons New School for 
Design, was one of nearly 40 artists who re- 
sponded to a city request for a permanent instal- 
lation on the median of Flatbush Avenue be- 
tween Tillary Street and Johnson Place, where 
the Manhattan Bridge spills out into Brooklyn. 

The design of Tolle’s gateway has yet to be 
finalized, but the artist is a local favorite. His 
sculpture, “Witch Catcher” (right), was featured 
in an exhibition at City Hall Park in 2003. 

And Tolle created the celebrated “Irish 
Hunger Memorial” in Battery Park City. 

He could not be reached for comment 

— Dana Rubinstein 



The creator of this sculpture will design a piece at the "Gateway to Brooklyn. 


PRESS RELEASE OF THE WEEK 


High court to rule on judges 


REVENGE OF THE BLADDER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A Councilman recently 
honored by The Brooklyn 
Paper for having “the blad- 
der of the year” is demand- 
ing that the federal govern- 
ment require that caffeine 
content be included on all 
food labels. 

Councilman Simcha Felder 
(D-Borough Park) said he was 
moved to act because of the 
difficulty his wife had in moni- 


toring her caffeine intake when 
she was pregnant last year. 

But Felder won our coveted 
“Press Release of the Week” 
award due to his own abuse of 
the omnipresent workplace 
picker-upper. 

Felder, you will remember, 
hid in a Council bathroom 
rather than publicly admit that 
he, an Orthodox Jew, support- 
ed his openly gay colleague 
Chris Quinn’s successful bid 
for speaker last year. 

When The Brooklyn Paper 


later gave the Felder the “Blad- 
der of the Year” award for his 
lack of courage, he wrote us a 
letter to the editor in which he 
praised his bladder for the way 
it “withstands a daily barrage 
of coffee that would destroy 
most other bladders.” 

Now, even he admits that 
the caffeine is getting to him. 

“I drink three or four cups 
of coffee a day,” Felder said at 
a press conference on Sunday 
at City Hall (on the steps, not 
in the bathroom). 


“When I don’t have it, I do 
get a headache. It’s certainly 
important for people to know 
there is caffeine in products.” 
Health experts (those who 
don’t work at newspapers or 
at City Hall, at least) say that 
you should not have more 
than 400 milligrams of caf- 
feine a day. A 12-ounce can of 
cola has 30-70 milligrams. An 
eight-ounce cup of joe has 
115-175 milligrams. 

Two ounces of espresso has 

100 . 


Associated Press 

The Supreme Court agreed this week to review whether New 
York State’s method of picking trial judges violates the Constitu- 
tion by giving too much power to political bosses. 

Lower federal courts have ruled that the selection process, using po- 
litical conventions instead of primaries, violates the First Amendment. 

Between 1990 and 2002, almost half the elections to the New 
York State Supreme Court were uncontested. The 2nd U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals called the elections “little more than ceremony.” 

Critics say the conventions are patronage-driven affairs where allies 
of party leaders are rewarded with judgeships and all others are shut out. 

The case was initiated in Brooklyn by a reform-minded Surrogate 
Court judge, Margarita Lopez Torres. Torres has charged the dis- 
graced former leader of the Brooklyn Democratic organization, 
Clarence Norman, with shutting her out of the annual convention. 

The case’s move to the High Court has brought national attention 
to the charges of cronyism and corruption surrounding Norman and 
the Brooklyn Democratic Party, which has historically elected lead- 
ers in the back room of the Park Plaza Diner in Brooklyn Heights. 

The state has defended the process as open and vigorously con- 
tested. — with Ariella Cohen 



Union activists rallied in Albee Square two weeks ago. 


City subsidy 
not ‘Square’ 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Downtown activists are objecting to a city plan to subsi- 
dize office construction in a new residential skyscraper in Al- 
bee Square — the latest battle against taxpayer-underwritten 
projects that earn millions for developers. 

Demonstrators crowded a public hearing last week to protest 
a city plan to give a $3 .2-million tax break to the new owners of 
the soon-to-be-razed Gallery mall so they can build a 40-story 
tower comprising four floors of shops, three floors of offices, 
800 luxury apartments, and 200 below-market-rate units. 

“It is unreal that the city is giving a tax break to this develop- 
er when you have people right here needing homes,” said Bev- 
erly Corbin, chairwoman of Families United for Racial and Eco- 
nomic Equality. 

The developer — a team that includes a New York-based 
Acadia Realty Trust — is also expected to seek an additional tax 
break for the affordable housing units. 

The mall stands at a high-traffic intersection of Willoughby 
Street and Flatbush Avenue Extension, on the fringe of the pop- 
ular pedestrian corridor, Fulton Mall. Real-estate experts believe 
that the tower could be extremely profitable. 

Nonetheless, city officials and real-estate experts said the subsidy 
is necessaiy to encourage office development in Downtown. 

“The developer has [enough] incentive to build residential 
towers and retail [but] it has been harder for the city to reach its 
goal of developing [Downtown Brooklyn] for offices,” said 
Steven Spinola, president of the Real Estate Board of New York. 
“If it wants offices, it must encourage that growth.” 

But some developers have already made big bucks off the 
spike in the Downtown real-estate market created by the city’s 
2004 upzoning. 

After all, the mall’s previous owner, Thor Equities, paid $25 
million for the site in 2001 — and then flipped it last month for 
$125 million. 


Health, 

Mind 
& Body 


ALLERGY & ASTHMA CARE 


Allerqv Questions? 

We have , 

Adult and ped 
Evening and \ 
Professional st 
We accept most ir 
6 Allergy ' 

& 

Care 

(Of Brooklyn 

answers. 

iatric allergic diseases and asthma 

weekend hours 

aff 

usurance 

Allergy & Asthma Care 
of Brooklyn 

10 Plaza Street# 1C, Brooklyn, NY 
347-564-3211 - brooklynallergy@gmail.com 
www.brooklynallergy.medem.com 


DENTISTS 


DENTISTS 


|;7iTri JtfVMl 


EXTRACTIONS 


PERIODONTAL WORK 


CROWNS 


GEN ER AL & C O SMET IC 

DENTISTRY 


Jack Irwin, D.D.S. 

, , . . _ , _ _ 414 Seventh Avenue 

(718) 768-8372 


PORCELAIN VENEERS 

BLEACHING 


DENTURES 




Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modem Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
■^"«8 and insurance plans accommodated 


We’ve Moved! 

Park Slope Family 


DENTISTRY 


— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 

Hours by Appointment 
Sat. & Eve. Available 

Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 

mw\mm 


Financing Available 7QQ C7AA 

Insurance Plans Welcomed I 0*7 "O I UU 


COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our new spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 

COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 
Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 

PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 
COMPUTERIZED DENTAL X-RAYS 
CROWNS. BRIDGES. PARTIAL & FULL DENTURES 

Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 
LAMUEL A. STANISLAUS, D.D.S 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 



DENTISTS ■ DERMATOLOGY 


General and Implant 
Dentistry 


Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

189 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 783-0504 

Office 

(917) 753-3314 

Emergency 

www.strachandds.com 

Hours: Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri: Bum te 6pm 
Suturduy: By nppnintment unly 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Endodontics 6. Root Canals 

• Periondontics • Oral Surgery 

• Prosthodontics • Implants 

• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) in-urance 

(718)622-8020 S? 


f Quality Dentistry 1 


Gentle care in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 


768-1111 

m 


LASERS 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 


LIPOSUCTION 

Totally under local anesthesia. 
Abdomen, lovehandles, thighs, 
hips, male breasts. 


FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 



Alan R. Kling, M.D. 


lOOO Park Avenue 


( 718 ) 636-0425 


( 212 ) 288-1300 


FAMILY MEDICINE 


■TRAVEL IMMUNIZATIONS! 


Start the 
process months before 
leaving to get your shots 

• Yellow fever 

• Typhoid 

• Hepatitis 


» Malaria prevention 

| — Brooklyn Heights Family Practice — | 

1 85 Montague Street, 3rd Floor 

Hours: Mon-Sat • (718) 624-6185 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 



















Bathroom, Kitchen & Tile 


16 AWP 
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IS Everything for your bath and kitchen 
A Ot l\ Offering interest free financing 

■ Tile Studio 

| 0 | Kitchen and bath designers on staff 

G borders* glass, metal, Talavera tiles. We have Marble, Granites, 
Soapstone, Slate, Limestone, Onyx, Stainless Steel, Corlan, Silestone, 
Zodiac, Caesar Stone, Okite and Ice Stone for countertops. 

336 9th Street ° p ®" w 7 AK ^y s di f c ^ eek 

(bet. 5th and 6th Avee.) Bklyn, NY ^ thru T 3 0pm 

(718) 369-6873 Sat: 10am -5pm- Sun 11 am -5 pm 



B®BTEK 

ELECTRICAL CORP. 


>r Repair Everything Eled 


► 1-888-BOBTEK-2 

2 6 2 8 3 5 2 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 


• Mention this ad and sav 

I Christopher John 
Electrical Inc. 


Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 



m ANY HOUSE 

Jg' EXTERMINATING INC. 

Rodents • Roaches • Fleas 
• Water Bugs • Bed Bugs 

(718) 443-9134 

Bugged, Call NOW! 


SURE THING 

HANDYMAN SERVICES 

Painting • Carepntry • Masonry • Plastering Restoration 
Paper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Work • Stone Gardening 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE 
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 • rcbobtbest@verizon.net 


JENNI fer MECHANICAL “ 

A Pipins & Heating COmpanv 
Commercial 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE Residential 

All Plumbing Repairs & Replacement 

Waterlines & Sewer lines Replaced & Repaired 
Water Heaters £ Baiter Installation Repair A Service 

❖ Clogged Drains 2 High Velocity Jetting 
In-Line TV Inspection 

Toll Free: 866 554 3329 Local: 718 769 5400 


ZAV PLUMBING & HEATING LLC 


Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 

• Boiler Installation & Repair • Oil to Gas Conversion 
• Radiant Heating Design • Hot Water Heaters Replaced 
• Boiler Controls & Trouble Shooting • All Types of Heating Systems 


718 332-8511 lic#20ii 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company with out checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante N° surprises, we charge by 
has true 24 hr Service the j^ not hour 

Warranties, Guarantees rllrILAIfTE 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heatings Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business /y-i o\ cco R1 1 1 
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 


Call.- 718 - 893-4006 



‘zOr HOME IMPROVEMENT 


Architects 


• VIOLATIONS REMOVED • 
• BASEMENT & CELLAR 
LEGALIZATIONS • 

Decks/Industrial/Commercial Design 
29 Years of Quality Service & Experience 

j^ T (7181 855-1237 

Zr^RCHIT€CTUR€ 




Movers (Licensed) 


ARIKJ. MOVING & STORAGE 


SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 



Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


Painting 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 



Carpentry Plus 


• Hardwood Floors • Wall Units 


Carpet Cleaning 



Cleaning Services 


Attentive Domestics 



HfHurfjWs Jitaiii&ll 



ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 
Move Out/Move In Clean-Up 

"Let us maintain your hallways" 

71 8-573-41 65 


Amsterdam Cleaning Service 
100% Guaranteed 



Experienced! Professional! Reliable! 


« 718-703-1407 El 



Electricians 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 



Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


Firewood 


FIREWOOD 

TREE SERVICE 

All Seasoned Hardwood 

- Premium - 

(718)95441 05 


Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

fui^g 718720-2555 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation ‘Repairs 
•Scraping ‘Sanding 


24 Hr Svc • Fully Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 

(917) 881-1728 



JULIE CUMMINGS 
URBAN GARDENER 

DESIGN 

INSTALLATION 

MAINTENANCE 

718-788-2159 


Landscape &• Floral Design 

Spring is coining 


Garden design, installation 
& maintenance service 

Kristen Austin 718.522.1232 


Handyman 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 A30 


KBM Contracting 

Tiling • Decks • Windows 



FREE ESTIMATE 

(718) 763-0379 


Movers (Licensed) 



TIP 

TOP 

MOVING 


Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
On time pickup & delivery 


Free Consultations & Estimates 


718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT # 36694 A31 Q4 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

carry building insurance. All furniture 
padded Free. Courteous, reliable 

supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


Find the path to a better home... 
on this page ... every week 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 a 2 

^na 

[j Interiors 

Painting • Plastering 
Decorative Surfaces • Paper Hanging 
FREE ESTIMATES/FULLY INSURED 
www.jpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 


PAINTING 


Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 
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718-439-7309 


Piping 


FOR ALL YOUR 
PLUMBING NEEDS 

Installation & Repairs of: 



Edward’s Est. wbi 

Contracting Co. 



Expert Plastering 

Stripping & Refinishing of Fine Hardwood 

Demetrious 
(718) 783-4868 


Plumbing 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer 8r Drain Cleaning 
SS m Plumbing S H 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


ALL ABOUT 
PLUMBING CHEATING 

* Complete Expert Plumbing, 
Heating & Drain Cleaning * 

* Boilers/Water Heaters 
Repaired & Installed, Leaks 
Fixed, Bathrooms Remodeled * 


* 24/7 Emergency Service * 


(718)273-1388 


Project Managers 


SEAMUS 

H E N C H Y 

AND ASSOCIATES 

Professional Project 
Managers 

We can assist you in managing your 

We have been representing owners for 
ects are delivered on time & onbudget. 

212.431.7175 

www.sghenchy.com 


Roofing 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 

Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 

20th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Specializing in Finding & 
Repairing Problem Leaks 

fill TYPES OF ROOFING 

• Shingles • Rubber Roof 
• 90 Lb. Tar Roof • Gravel Roofs 
• Skylights • Siding • Gutters 

Oven. 25 'ty&vm Sxfieniettce 

718 209 1584 

lie# 1242457 
Fully Insured & Bonded 

EDWARD'S CONTRACTING CO. 


A. Stewart Roofing 

30 years experience 
Licensed #1204810 
Affordable & Insured 

1-800-636-3944 


BENSON ROOFING HOME IMPROVEMENT CORP, 

13 yrs guaranteed on all roofs 

All Types Siding &F 


Mark's Roofing 

All types of roofing 
1 5 years experience 

(718) 477-6191 
(917) 498-6591 


Rubbish Removal 



CELL 917-416-8322 
10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


Rubbish Removal 


FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


Serving All 
of NYC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 


718 349-7555 estate 


F< 

i 

DUMPSTER 

Dr Rubbish Removal 

), 15, 20 & 30 yard containers 

We Service Q 
Manhattan, 
Brooklyn and 
The Bronx 

Quality & 
Prompt . 

Service A 

Commercial • Residential 

W Arco 

W Equipment Corp 

f 57-52 49th Place 

Maspeth, NY 11378 
tel: 718 366-4900 fax: 718 497-5988 




home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 


CONTRACTORS 


C T~ 

Home Improvement Inc 


Interior 



Lie# 1157104 


Roofing Specialist 


Jobs are Owner Supervised 
We have been 
doing a great job 
for over ten years 

718-375-8292 


Exterior 


• Roof Raisers 

Insured 
& Bonded 


Excel Builders 

& Renovators Inc. 


www.excelbuilds.com 


M Chris Mullins |§ 

(PJ General Contracting 


718-276-8558 A37 

S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

•Sheetrock -Taping 

•Int/Ext Painting -Doors 
•Kitchens -Decks 

•Windows -Baths 

•Wood Floors -Tiling 

•Finished Basements 
•Custom Made Kitchen 

and More! 

Lie #1 14276 • Free Est • Insured 

(718) 998-1100 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, Drywall, 

Call (718) 450-1851 

X: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 

Fully Insured • ^#534440^, 


A.K. AZAD 


GENERAL CONTRACTING 


Waterproofing, Roofing, Brick Pointing 
ALL KINDS OF MASONARY WORK 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

917-519-4476 

License 917-674-1673 Insured 


CMO HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

• Fin. Basements • Kitchens 

• Bathrooms • Framing 

• Sheetrock • Doors 

• Plastering • Decks 

• Retaining Walls • Painting 

• Hardwood Flooring • Pergo 

• Ceramic Tile • Windows 
All Masonary Work; 

Brick Work & Pointing 
Call Chris O'toole for all your 
Home Improvement needs. 

(917) 400-6028 

Licensed & Insured 
Free Estimates 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 


Residential Remodeling 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 




718-745-0722 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small ” 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


EAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 

Roofing • Waterproofing 
Painting • Plastering 

Tile • Stucco • Pointing 
Scaffold • Brick & 
Cement Work 
License # 904813 • Insured 

FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


& 


American Eagle 
" Construction Corp. 

me Improvement - Interior & Exterior 


• Demolition & Renovation • Painting/Removing 

• Tile Floor Work • Cement Work 
• Kitchen • Bathrooms, Basements & More! 


Tel: 718-413-6003 
718-506-6115 

americaneagleconstruction@yahoo.com 


MELODY 

Contracting NY Inc. 

Exterior & Interior 

Roofing • Masonry • Concrete 
Brownstone Specialist 
Brick • Extension 

(718) 633-5249 
(917) 302-1397 

Fully Licensed & Insured 



® Co-ops ® Lofts ® Brownstones 
Kit’s Baths Painting Plastering & More 

iSA 7 1 8 408-08 1 2 5S3 

www.progressivegcc.com 


Interior renovations 
and reconstructions 

Kitchens, Baths, Closets and Offices. 
Painting, drywall, plumbing, floor- 
ing, tiling, carpentry, and more 

The Total Contractor 

Total reliability 

- prompt, kept scheduling 

Total experience 

Total back-up 

- advice and guidance 



home improvement 
contractors. . . on this 
page. . . this week 


Insured, Bonded, License: #1190150 

Total Property Services, Inc. 

Call for free job analysis and estimate. 

917-682-0085 

Dorothy ^ 





















































